
[30 OCTOoER, 1924.] 1579

G. W. Stead, reporting in 1922, stated a
to unimproved lajids-

Your Commissioner was much im-
pressed with the large area of apparently
good land undeveloped And lying idle ad-
joining the present railway lines, and,
from inquiries made, finds that a very
large amount of it is held by private own-
ers, possibly, in many instances, for
higher values.
Hon. S. J. Holmes: What does the pres-

eat Surveyor General say on the aubjecti
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have

any quantity of matter to fall back upon,
if necessary. If the present Surveyor Gen-
eral has reported adversely to the Closer
Settlement Bill and the information is with-
in the knowledge of MAr. Holmes, then in
the interests of the State that gentleman
should supply it.

Hon. J1. .1. Holmes: The Surveyor Gen-
eral is the head of the department, And you
should have his views.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The in-
formation is not within my knowledge.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes: I want to know what
the Surveyor General has to say.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I bave
quotedl from the report of the officer who
Actually made the inspection, and there can
be no higher authority if hie is competent
and trustworthy.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmnott: He has been
appointed acting Surveyor General since
lie made that report.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If there
were a report by the Surveyor General ad-
verse to closer settlement, I would certainly
have secured it and carefully studied it.
I would not then have taken tip so strong
an attitude in favour of the Bill as I am
eudeavouring to do. The large area, of land
locked up close to railways operates to the
disadvantage of the bona fide settler. He
is carrying the speculator on his back by
reason of so much land along existing
lines being unutilised. Railway freights to-
day are much higher than they would be
if every landowner was doing his duty, by
the State. The revenue of the Railway De-
pertinent also suffers. And the evil does
not stop there: increased production of
wealth is hindered by those who will not
work their estates but are holding them for
the higher values brought about simply by
the industry of others. Everyone interested
in Western Australia's progress should sup-
port the Bill, the passing of which will lead
to much agricultural settlement, with all the
beneficial effects which flow from such set-
tlemsent. if the Bill aimed at confiscation,
I could] understand the opposition to it; but
it does not imi at confiscation. It takes
something away, but it gives back something
Adequate.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It gives more than it
takes.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
measure has been sponsored by twvo Liberal

Governments, and this is the third time it
has received the endorsement of meambers of
Another place. On 411 three occasions it WAS
en4orsed tbere by overwhelming majoriti0.6
I trust the Legislative Caoni will realige
the importance of the measure, and pass it
without any amendmnents that are likely to
imipair its usefulness.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes - - .. 20
Noes .. . .- 0
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Hon .
Ho..
Hon.
Hann.

C. F. Baxter
J1. R. Brown
A. Eurvill
J. Md. Drew
J. Duffell
.1. Ewing
E. Hi. Gray
E. H. Harri,
J.' W.' Hickey
3. W. Kirwan

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. V. Hamereley
Hon. A. Lovektn

AyEs.
Ho..
Non.
Hon.
HOn.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
HOD.
Hon.

Noes.
Ho..
Hon.
Ho..

-- 14

W. H. Kitson
J. M. Macfarlan,
r. W. Miles
T. Moore
J. Nicholson
G. Potter
H. Seddon
F. E. S. WIllmott
HI. I. Yellsnd
A. a. H. Saw

(Teller.)

H. A. Stephenson
H. Stewart
J. J1. Holmes

(Teller. I

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL-TIHUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Houme adjourned at 6.e p.m.

Thursday, 80th October, 1954.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and rend prayers.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave for two

weeks granted to Mr. Holman (Forrest) on
the ground of urgent public business; end
to Mr. Panton (Meazies) on the ground of
,urgent private business.

On motion by Mr. Richardson leave for
one week granted to Mr. Stubbs (Wagin)
on the round of l-health.

BILLS (2)-FIRST BEADING.
1. General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act

Continuance.

Introduced by Minister for Lands.

2. Road Districts Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Sampson.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESS"MENT ACT AMENDMENT

Report of Committee adopted.

BTLL-INTDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1924-25.

In Committee of Sup ply.
'Resumed] from the previous day- Mr.Lu 1ev in the Chair; Ron. S, W. Munsie

(Honorary 'Minister) in charge of the Vote.

rot c-Lunacy and inebriates, E85,708
(partly considered);

Mr. E. 13. JOHNSTON: I made an in-
quiry of the 'Minister yesterday in regard
to the dentist. Can he tell us whether a
dentist is to be appointed permanently.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The resident den-
tist resigned in August and, owing to the
financial stringency, it is not intended to
appoint a permanent dentist this year.

Mr. Samrpson : Will the Minister tell us
bow the dental work will be carried out?

Hon. S. W. %UNSIE: The dental work
will be carried out: under the old conditions;
that is to say, for certain subsidies duly
qualified dentists will do the work specified
by the doctors. In view of the fine work
of the dentist who was there until August,
it is not expected that there will be much to
be done this year.

Afr. LAM4BERT: That is not at all satis-
factory. It is a crying shame that hundreds
of patients in such an institution should be
allowed to go without a dentist, and that
the work should be dealt with haphazard.
The Government should be urged to make
every elffort to secure a competent perma-
nent dentist for this institution.

Mr. SAMPSON: In addition to the cat-
ting out of the amount provided last year

for a dentist, there is a reduction of £E340
in the provision for medieai staff. It seems
to me the position is a serious one. Mmfiea
treatment of the patients is of the first
importance and so, too, is dental treatment.
Under the Minister's proposal, instead of
expert dental service being rendered to the
unfortunate patients, it will be limited prol>
ably to the extraction of teeth. It is
our duty as a Christian community to
see that proper dental attention is
given to all those patients requiring it.
At the Hospital for the Insane there is a
properly equipped surgery for carrying out
the work. The nteed for a dentist was
thoroughly recognised, and no reason has
been advanced why one should not be
appointed. In every well organised hos-
pital of the kind there is a dental surgery.
Is the Honorary Minister going to allow
this necessary officeer to be permanently re-
moved?

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: Such On officer will
not be permanently removedl.

'.%r. SAMUPSON: But the amount has
been struck off the Estimates, Could not
applications be called to fill the position?

Hon. S. W. 'Mnnsie:- There is no money
provided.

'Mr. SAMPSON: Are we going to allow
that state of affairs to continue?

Theo Minister for Lands: When yoo first
called applications for the position there
was no money available. Can we not do the
same?

'Mr. SA-MPSON: If we have an assur-
ance that applications will be invited 1
shall be satisfied. There are between
1,000 and 1,100 patients in the institution,
and a dentist is sorely needed. Either a
wvhole-time dentist should be appointed, or
some arrangement should be made where-
by those patients who require dental atten-
tion should receive it.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know whether
we are discussing a dental surgeon for the
institution, or a mechanical dentist. The
medical men in the institution would order
thle niecessary extractions if a patient were
suffering pain. If it is intended that teeth
shall be made in the hospital for the
patients, no doubt a dental surgeon would
he required. We can leave the matter in
the hands of the 'Minister.

'Mr. SLEEM AN:T I am disappointed that
such a vauluable asset to the institution as
a dentist, should have have been removed.
I hope it will be possible to restore the
position.

Ron. s. W. MNju.SIE:- The Colonial
Secretary is just as sympathetic towards
patients as are members. Circumstances arose
making it impossible for him to get an-
other dentist when the vacancy occurred.
if dental work is required at the institu-
tion, the Government will see that it is
carried out. We have not provided on the
Estimates. for a full-time dental surgeon.
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Mr. Sampson: Did you make any arrange-
ments for one?

Hon. S. W. -MLNSIE: No, but if such
a man is required, one will he appointed.

fteni, Managing Secretory., E180:

Mr. SLEEMAN: ] should like to know
something about this item. I believe the
institution is worse managed now than it
was before a managing secretary was
appointed. Surely the Inspector General
of the Insane is capabie of managing the
hospital. It seems to me that a position
has lben found for this officer, who was
formerly attached to the implement
Works. There is no need for a managing
secretary there.

The 'MINISTRR FOR LA'NDS: Our sys-
tern of controlling the Hospital for the
Insane is different from that which exists
in the other States. In New South Wiles,
a manager is appointed to each institution
in addition to a superintendent, while the
Inspector General controls them all.

Mr. Taylor:- How ninny patients are
there in each hospital?'

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: About
as many as there are here. The superin-
tendent is responsible entirely for the
health and condition of the patients. He
is at the head of the institution, and is a
medical man. He has nothing to do with
the outside work. The manager looks
after the outside work and the general
management of the institution. In Vic-
toria the officer is called a secretary and
not a manager. The superintendent and
secretary look after the outside work and
the upkeep of the institution. In South
Australia the officer is called a steward,
not a secretary. Each of the two institu -
tions also has a superintendent. The posi-
tion in South Australia comiparea with that
in this State. The Inspector General has
not sufficient work in looking after the
two institutions, so that he is appointed
head of the Adelaide Hospital and Chair-
man of the Lunacy Board. All the Tespon-
sibility for the management of the hospital
is thrown upon the steward and the super-
intendent. In Western Australia we have
had dual control. We have not known
where the services of the Inspector Gen-
eral ended, and those of the superintend-
ent began. It has been proved right
through Australia that the medicel men
should give more attention to the patients
and less to the management. I shall not
refer to the various select committees and
Royal Commissions that have inquired into
our Lunacy Department beyond saying
that they agreed that more attention used
to be gyiven by the professional men to
administration and outside work than to
the treatment and cure of the patients.
Medical men are needed in these institu-
tions only for the purpose of looking after
the natients and experimenting in the
matter of methods of cure. I hope that

when the new mental hospital has been
built, an officer will be appointed for that
express purpose. We should not look upon
the patients as men who, once afflicted,
should be banished for ever from human
society. There has always bean a secre-
tary at Claremont, hut in the past that
officer had no power. The present system
is new here, but doubtless it will eventu-
ally work satisfactorily. If the change of
system results in the doctors spending
four or five hours a day with the patients
instemi of 12,L hours, it will he a great ad-
Vantage.

Mr. SAMPSON: Largely as tee result
of representations made by the present
Minister for Lands upon his return from
a visit to the Eastern States in connection
with lunacy matters, and also as the re-
suit of the Royal Commission's recom-
mendation;, it was decided that a man-
aging secretary should be appointed at
Claremont. Surely the medical men have
sufficient work to do in attending tQ the
patients and rendering the medical service
required. The appointment of the man-
aging secretary should prove to he in the
best interests Qf the patients and of the
institution. It is based on a right prin-
ciple.

Hon. S. W. MUNS&E:- Some of the
opposition seems to he to the individual,
and not to the office.

Mr. Sleeman: That does not apply to
me.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: I do not say it
does; but if the cap fits the hon. member,
he can wear it. I absolutely agree with
having a business manager for an institu-
tion like that at Claremont. Formerly the
medical officer of the institution had to de-
vote more than half his time to business
management, with the result that he did
not devote to the patients the time that he
should have given them. It is admitted by
doctors themselves that they are not good
business men and not good administrators.
'Whether the appoin~nent which has been
made is the right one, I am unable to say.
The inanaging secretary has not held his
position long enough for any of us to say
whether he will prove a success-or a failure.

Mr. Sampson: Let us give him a chance.
Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister seemed to

indicate that this was a personal matter
with me.

HRon. S. W. Munsie: No.
Mr. SLEEMAN: The cap seemed in-

tended to fit me.
Hon. S. W. Munsie: No.
MIr. SLEEMAN: If things do not alter

during the next few months from what they
have been since the managing secretary'st
appointment, I shall have something more
to say. I do not know that it is the fault
of the man; it may be the fault of the
Government.

Mr. LAM BERT : It is always well to
sertitinise an appointment which is given to
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an excess officer. I do not know the capa-
city of this man to fill the position of man-
aging secretary at Claremont. It is to be
hoped, however, that in his new position be
will not prove quite as unfortunate as he
was in his connection witli the State Imple-
ment Works. If the latter is any criterion
of his managerial capacity, no great im-
provement is likely to result at Claremont.
It is quite wrong for the Honorary Minister,
who is nominally in charge of these Esti-
mates, to think this is a personal matter.
However, the fact remains that the appoint-
ment was not made until there was an ex-
cess officer; and it is competent for any
member to ask why there shouild he a posi-
tion created to absorb an excess officer.

The Minister for Lands;, He was an ac-
countant in the Public Works Department,
anti he had plenty of work.

Mir, LAM,%BERT; I do not think any of
them show a great boggishness for work.

Mfr. Sampson;. This job is no sinecure.
'Mr. LAMBFRT; The officer under dis-

cusia is totally unknown to me.
Mr-. LATIM; I am surprised to learn

that an appointment to the Claremont in-
stitution was made fromt the State Imple-
ment Works. One would have thought that,
particularly as a rise of salary was provided,
somebody at least acquainted with the mn-
agement of such instituitions would have
been appointed.

Hon. S. W, Munsie; Blame the previous
Government.

Mr. LATflAM; What are the special
qualifications of this officer?

The Minister for Lands: He is an ac-
countant.

Mr. LATRA'M; One would have expected
a man with some other qualifications than
those of an accountant to be appointed. But
What are the mann's special qualifications?

'Mr. E. B. Johnston; Business capacity.
Mr. LATHAM: I hope the Minister will

see that this officer is capable of conducting
the business side of the institution as we
would desire. He should be someone like
the officer in charge of the Old Men' H9 ome.

The Minister for Lands; He is not so
good as yon think.

Mr. LATHAM; Hfe has given satisfac-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: Not so much
satisfaction as some people think.

Mr. LATHAM; I notice that this officer
is to receive an increase in salary and other
assistance as well, including quarters. fuel,
Iiirht and produce free, and stores at con-
tract rates.

The 'Minister for Lands; He is in receipt
of the same salary as he was paid last yeaz-l

Mr. LATHAM; Tt seemns to mae rather
strange to transfer an officer from the State
Implement Works and place him in charge
of the husiness at the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane, Great care should be exer-
eed in the selection of en officer for this

work.

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS; This
officer was previously in charge of the busi-
ness side of the State Brickworks and of
the State Implement Works. He is acknow-
ledged to be a capable business manager.
As to the transfer from the State Imple-
ment Works to the Claremont Asylum, that

wan a inatter nith whirl] the Public Service
tolnimissicner had to deal. le had to selet
a nian of abiity and if there was a man suit-
able for advancement in the service, lie was
entitled to thle appointment.

Item, Engineering Staff ad Farni M1aa-
ager, £3,000d:

Mr. SAM.NPSON; Has an increased area,
beta acquired for thre dairy herd?

Hon. S. W. Muonsic; No, not that I know
of.

Mr. SAMPSON;: Some time ago it was
decided to take over an additional area of
land including a aimail swamp, so as to ima-
prov-e the facilities for depasturing the
cattle. If nothing has been done, I trust
the 'Minister will look into the matter.

Item, Board of Visitors, Fees, £605:

Mr. SAMPSO'N; I wish to pay a tribute
to the umembers of the board. I have at-
tended their meetings and have been im-
pressedl IP their thorough, sympathetic, and
capable examnation of patients. , I would
like to see thme dutiea and powers of the
Board of Visitors properly defined. Pam-a-
graph (g) of Section A5 of the L-unacy
Act refera to the poewers of the board and
provides that the board 'bay give instruc-
tions to the Inspector General as to the
management of the institution, otherwise
than in regard to the medical treatment of
patients, but subject to regulations?' This
particular provision has given rise to con-
siderable trouble in thme past, for it is diffi-
cult to determine what is medical treatment.
It is possible to say, for instance, that any
action taken in respect of the patients is
in the nature of medical treatment. Re-
cently a pastient was removed to Whitby on
the recommendation of the board of visi-
tors and later on that patient was refused
his week-end leave. I am not in a position
to say whether he should have been granted
leave or not, but if it is competent for
the hoard to recommend the transfer and
that action does not conflict with para-
graph (g), then it should be competent
for the board to allow week-end leave.

Mr-. Sleemian: Was it been refused by the
board?

Mr. SAMPSON; The board members
claim they have no jurisdiction. If the
Minister controlling the Lunacy Department
has in mind the necessity for amending the
legislation, I suiggest that Section 915 should
be altered so as to properly define the
powers and duties of the board of visitors.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE; I do not control
the Lunacy Department and do not hnow
whether the 'Minister has taken this matter
into consideration. I recognise the position
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regarding the board of visitors. I be-
lieve the board have power to make recoin-
ijudntious for the release of patients, let
alone to grant week-end leave. The diffi-
culty is to get the board of visitors or any
rmedial man to take the responsibilit-y of'
mnaking mich recommendations. I have dis-
cussed this mnatter with members of the
boardt and they say it is the duty of the
mtedical offier at the institution to deter-
aminke sudi matters.

21r. SAM.%PSON:- That is one reason why
I think the powers of the board of visitors
should be set out clearly. I hope the Gov-
erment uwill deal with the matter.

Mr. MILLINOTON: I disagree with the
Mnember for Swan. We are badly in need
of new blood on the board of visitors. I
do not know howe they were appointed.
Although Labour is supposed to be repre-
sented, it is not.

Mr. Sampson: No special party is repre-
eented.

Mm-. Hughes: There is no special party
represented.

Mr. Lathain: The sooner we leave polities
oilt of this question the better!I

Mr. MILLINGTON: Considering that
the board is an appeal board for the em-
ployees, there should be someone on time
board to whom they may look when matters
affecting them are being considered. Apart
from being a board of vigitors, it is also
n industrial board.

Mr. Sampson: Mrs. Casson represents
Labour.

Mr. IMlLLINGTON: The members of the
board are dominated by the doctor. I pre-
sume the other members have ideas, but
they appear to be completely bliuffed by
the medical officer. It was proposed that
a certain patient be granted an independent
inquiry, and though the doctor could not
explain why the inqoiry should not be
granted, he dominated and bluffed the
board. Instead. of the board receiving
credit, I maintain if ever there was a board
that required new blood, it is this one.
As it is an industrial board, which -is en-
tirely w'rong, there should b- an accredited
representative of the trade unions on it.
However, there is none. It is non-political,
which means it is highly -political. It is
totally representative of one side, and the
emplloyees have no possibility of getting
proper eonsidertio-I will not say juts-
ticee-by those competent to deal with their
affairs.

Mr. Taylor: You assume that justice is
out of the question.

'Mr. MILLINGTON: I refrained from
referring to justice. The board has not the
necessary knowledg~e to deal with matters
from the point of view of the employees,
such as they would have if there was a
specialist on the board.

Mr. Sampson: There are two medical
mien on the board.

Mr. MILLI1_1NGTON: But one of them
constitutes the board. 'Unless a member
was able to conviuce the doctor, it was use-
less to put up a ease. The rest of the board
appeared to have no opinins at all. The
question of whether a man should have his
case heard by ia independent board was not
one solely for a medical man,

.1r. Sampson: That would be outside the
jutrisdiction of the board.

Mr. MILLINOTON: Mad the beard
agreed to the proposal, the inquiry would
have been ranted, but the doctor was op.
posed to it, and consequently it was not
granted. 'My complaint is that the hoard
is dominated by one man and that new blood
is required.

Air, Sampson: Who is the man?
Mr. %IILI.NTON2: Dr. Birmingham.
The Minister for Lands: He is one of

the Lest.

Mr. TAYLOR: I know nothing about the
constitution or functionis of the board, lint
I know the two medical men on it, Dr. Bir-
nhinidiain end Dr. 'McWhae,

Mir. Mlhiugton: I think Dr. MeWhae was
absent on the occasion to wluieh I referred.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would be quite satisfied
to go before those doctors on any charge;
I know th~ey would adjudicate fairly upon
it. I do not think politics enters their heads.
I amn -orry the member for Leederville
should have made the remarks he did. Mrs.
Casson is a member of the board.

Mr. Hughes: Is she staunchly non-politi.
cal, ton?

Mr. TAYLOR: Members. on the Govern-
ment side wvill not charge hier with being
prejudiced against the workers. I think she
would rather ]enn towards the working class.
She has been prominent in the Labour move-
ment. It is not necessary for the board to
exhibit any politica feeling in performing
their functions, and I regret that the slight-
est suggestion should have been made that
party polities or party feeling governs their
acrtions. I hope the board will always be
free from any political party feelingy when
dealing with the question brought before it.

Hon. W, D, JOHFNISON: We should not
allow party feeling to warp our judgment
regarding the necessity for the board. I do
not think the board has functioned in a
manner advantageous to the State, or in
such a way as to afford protection tbo the
inmates. I have not heard anyone say that
the board has rendered an actual service.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, it bas.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No institution

has received more concentrated adverse crit-
icism than has the Hospital for the Insane.
We have highly paid officers in charge of
the institution; criticism is perpetual and
lpersistent; in addition we are going to pay
£0626 per ann[Un to a board of visitors, and
We are justifiedI in asking whether there is
any need for the board of visitors. If we
have the administration plus a lbuffer be-
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tween Parliament and the administration,
the biuffer should be of sonte value, In act-
nl iractice we have not had any demons-

tration of its valise. As a looker-on for
somte years, and after reading the reports. f
amt of opinion that the board has never come
into the play. What is the use of it? It
has not functioned in the tinme of stress. If
the board does not function when public
opinion is directed against the adniinistra-
tion, it is not lil'cly to function at any other
time. It has not improved the administra-
tion,.

Mr. Sanmpson: I ant sure the Mlinister in
charge will contradict that statement.

lion. AV. D. JOHINSON: I rose because
of the remark that somecone should move to
strike out the item, but T found tic' debate
was being Iwisted front a general review
of the advisableness--

The 'Minister for Lards: The board is
statutory.

Hor. AV. D. JOHNSON: That shows how
dangerous it is to nmake the appointment
of such a 1-eard statutory. It is not the
first time that the necessity for the contin-
uance of the board has been questioned, and
we have been told it mnust be contioned be-
cause it is provided for by statute. Evi-
,]eatly the statute needs to be altered, and
the best way of conveying the opinion of
members is by reducing the item. That will
indicate to the Government the need for
review. The review I naut is the abolition
of the board. I want the Minister to ac-
cept the responsibility for the adniinistra-
tion of the institution. T do not want any
buffers. When we try to establish a buffer
between the people's representatives and the
actual administration of such institutions, it
is of no value. The buffer gets either the
whole of the criticism or noise at all. Had
this not been a statutory item, I should hare
moved to strike out the whole amount. As
I nm assured it is a statutory itenm, in order
to indicate that the board should be abol-
ished as an expensive luaury, I move-

That the item be redticed by £1.

The MYINISTER FOR LANDS: As a
rule, a body of men doing their work pro-
perly are rarely criticised; those who do not
do their work well are criticised. The board
of visitors bare carried out their duties well
and no criticism has been levelled against
them. The member for Guildford does not
know what the board have done. For some
years there were complaints in this Cham-
ber and outside that the releasing of
patients was entirely in the hands of one
man. It was thought advisable that a com-.
petent board should be appointed to con-
sider some of the eases. All nmedical men
are not infallible. Since the board were
established they hare released a consider-
able number of patients, who otherwise
would have still been in the institation.

Mr. Mann: And they have cared for them
af terwards.

The MNINISTER FOR LANDS: The
system, is worked on lines somewhat similar
to those adopted in the Old Country, where
friends appeal to the board in control for
permission to be given the care of patients.
It has worked well, and many who have been
released hove be,-n known to be cured. That
iq one of the print-iplal reasons why the
hoard was appointed in this State. The
need for the appointment of such a board
w-as emphasised by the select committee of
this lious?, of N.hieh I was chaix-mau. Up to
dlate the dlitties entrudted to the board have
been~ carried oit satisfactorily and there
have leen no complaints. Regarding one
muubitr of that hoard, Dr. Birminghazm, I
have known him for 30 sears. Ie has
travelled the world and made inquiries into
lNacey matters. In this State he has given
a great deal of time and consideration to
the subject, and I think I am safe in say-
ing that there is no medical man in West-
ern Australia, practising his profession, who
has such a. profound knowledge of the ques-
tion as has Dr. Birmingham. This medical
gentleman has an many occasions, since be
has been a member of the hoard, condemned
tite actions of the officers of tlte institution
in ,-esT'et of the treatment of the patients.
Untfortuatatelv* , the board havL no power to
itttcetee. F r. Biringhamn would have ap-
pealed for more liberty for the patients but
fer the fact that it ntipht have been, thought
that :ilt attemtpt was bv'ig, mtade to takew
aw-ay tite full control of the institution from
tlte officers in charge of it. A Royal Cam-
mission, with IDr. Jones, Inspector General
of the Insane, in Victoria, as chairman, was
nppointed three years ago, and the conclu-
sion arrived at was that the inmates at
Claremnt were treated as prisoners rather
than as patients. Since that time the gardens
around the institution have been more freely
used by the patients. In connection with the
industrial part of the establishment, prior to
the appointment of the board, a committee
or a special board existed and its duty wvas
to consider the conditions under which the
employees worked, It was, in fact, an ap-
peal board consisting of a representative of
the employees, a representative of the man-
a-gement, with a magistrate as chairman.
That board dealt with the eases submitted
to it, but it did not give satisfaction, and,
if I mistake not, it was at the request of
tltie em-ployees themnselves that the board of
visitors was aslcnd to undertake the duty of
an appeal board.

Mr. Sleemra: The employees are a"king
for an appeal board now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
board of visitors has power to hear appeals
of employees, and do so at the reonest of the
employees themselves. In respect to the
releases that are reconunended by thse board.
it is true that there are quite a number of
patients now out of the institution w-ho
would have still been within its walls but for
the board. A great responsibility is thrown on
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the members of the board. They can only
:form an olinhion onl the information they re-
ceive from the medical offictrs and others at
the institution. In addition, the board re-
cognise the necessity for giving attention
outside to those patients whbo might be re-
commended for relief, but who have no
friends to look after them. It was then that
what are kno~wn as after-care committees
were appointed for the express purpose of
attending to those unfortunate people who
were without friends or relations. The
duties of the board are such that I would
not care to have to perform them. I have
had many opportunities of visiting the Hos-
pital for the Insane and therefore am in a
position to judge. The members of the
board are doing very good work in the
direction of seeing that proper treatment is
meted out to the patients.

Mr. HUGHES: I think there has been
a misunderstanding in regard to the
ameinment submnitted by the member
for Guildfordl, respecting the deletion
of the item., According to the Act it
is not a statutory fee that is being paid to
the board. The hoard, however, is statu-
tory. Subsection 8 of Section 74 states-

The members of the board shall re-
ceive out of moneys appropriated by Par-
liamneat such fees as may be prescribed by-
regulation.

Out of moneys appropriated by Parliament!
If Parliament appropriates any money!
That is what it means. There is no regula-
tion under which the board can be given fees
if Parliament does not appropriate the
mooney. It is clea that if Parliament does
not appropriate the £625 the board will not
receive any fees.

Hon. Sir James. Mitchell: Parliament will
appropriate it.

Mr. HU7flTES: I am going to support
the amendment for the deletion of the item.

The CHAIR"MAN: The amendment be-
fore the Committee is for Li reduction and
not for the deletion of the item.

Mr. HUGHES: Well, I will move that
the item be deleted.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can
amend the amendment of the member for
Guildford.

Mr. HUGHES: I suggest that the mem-
ber for Guildford withdraw his amendment
to enable me to mnore mine.

Hon. WV. D, Johnson: If you want to go
time lot I will not stand in your way. I
will withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendment-

That the (tein 'be struck omit.

I have heard complaints about the personnel
of the boardl. Timat section of the community
with one line of thought has never been re-
presented on the board. It is all right for
the member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)

to say that politics have never interfered in
connection With the appointment of this
board.

Hon. Sir Jatmes Mitchell: And polities
have not, either.

Mr. Lindsay: The Primary Producers'
Association are not on it,

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Not spoils to
the victors surely 1

Mr. HUGHES: It was always spoils to
the victors with the hon. member. That
is of iso use to my party.

Hon. Sir -Jamnes Mitchell: On a point of
order I ask that that remark be with-
drawn.

The CHAIRMAN: I think it is merely
an expression of opinion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Very often
opinions are expressed that are not true.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
hon. member is out of order.-

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then be can
say anything he likes in the House. I
consider the remark was offensive.

Mr. Sampson: Distinctly offensive.
The CHAIRMAN: Does the Leadcr of

the Opposition regard it as offensive I
The Minister for Agriculture: You pro-

voked him and then you immediately take
off ence.

Mr, Richardson: Nothing o,' the sort.
The CHA-IRMAN: I do not consider the

remark offensive.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I understood

that if a member made a remark that was9
considered offensive he was askqd to with-
draw it. I consider what he said ofl'nsive.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL~TUR-.:
It -must not be understood-

Mr. Richardson: Is the Minister for
Agriculture in order in setting out to
make a speechf

The CHIAIRMAN: The Minister is not
in order. The member for East Perth may
proceed.

Mr. HUGHES- I assure the Leader of
the Opposition that I had no desire to be
offensive. After 15 years in the civil ser-
vice I think I can state what in may
opinion does exist, and I speak with some
personal knowledge of just what it is to
he suspected of being a supporter of the
Labour Party and to work in the civil
service.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Anyhow, you
got on very well.

IMr. HUGHES: I did not get that to
which I was entitled. I would have got
much less if one of your Ministers had
had his way.

Tbe CHAIR"MAN : The hon. member
must keep to the point.

Mr. HUGHES: I have beard a good deal
of complaint about the constitution of the
board. The Laboer Party bave never had
a representative on it. No representative
of the Labour movement ever got on this
or any similar board.
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Hon. Sir James "Mitchell: Well, you won't
have me around at the Trades Hall when
you are appointing a hoard.

Mr. HUJGHES: I am not objecting to
what the Leader of the Opposition did
when in power. My quarrel is that this
board was reappointed after the late Gov-
ernment knew that they had lost the con-
fidence of the people. In common decency
the late Government should have waited
until the now Ministry took over office.
For the late Government to reappoint the
beard was a violation of our constitutional
system. As reasonable men and women,
the members of the board should resign
and leave it to the new Minister to re-
appoint them or to appoint their macan-
sors. I am protesting, not against any-
thing the hoard has done, but against the
violation of our constitutional rights.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL- The boa.
member does not object to the amount
placed on the Estimates, but merely to the
method by which the board was appointed.
It is the right board and the right sum of
money, but the appointment of the hoard
was made by the wrong Government.
Was ever anything so ridiculous heard
before?

Mr. Hughes: You always fix uip your
friends with appoiutmponta.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
it is of no use my protesting against such
remarks. However, I have never made an
appointment, except on suitability.

Mr. Hughes: You have appointed your
own friends; there was the Attorney
General.

Hon. Sir JAMEES MITCHELL:- I tan
understand that the member for East
Perth might have friends not -ft for
appointment to responsible positins.' The
board were appointed in a perfectly con-
stitutional way, so I1 do not see what the
hon. member has to object to. He does not
even seem to know for what purpose the
board was appointed. It was appointed,
not so much to look after the finances as
to give the inmates an opportunity to
approach somebody other than the officials
of the institution, and to give the friends
and relatives of the inmates some sense of
security. Tlhe board w-as appointed on the
recommendation of a select committee of
this House. The moat suitable people have
been appointed. I do not know whether
they all vote for the Nationalist Party
or not. In any case, the political views
of members of the hoard should not influ-
ence us in the making of provision for the
board.

Sitting smpeaded from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that. the mem-
ber for East Perth has mnoved to strike out
the item. The board are sympathetic and

thorough and are doing good work. When
I was Colonial Secretary I visited the hos-
pitalon various oce' asiotis, particularly when
sports gatherings were being held, and I
noticed that members of the board were
always present, mingling with the patients
and noting what was going on. That indi-
cated a commendable enthusiasm for their
duty. The board have many duties to per-
f orm. At least once a mouth they must
visit the institution and inspect every part
of it, see every patient, inspect and con-
sider the orders and certificates relating to
patients, and other things set out in 'Sec-
tion 95 of the Act. The board are actuated
by humanitarian motives and not by the
desire to secure the fees. One one Occasion
the fees were paid to the alter-care corn-
nittee, on which are some representatives
of the board.

M2 Ir, Hughes: When did you reappoint
themf

Mr. flAMPSO-N: I cannot answer off-
hand.

Mr. Hughes: 'Was it before or after the
elections?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is regrettable i-f this
is to be made a political question. The
only question is whether the board arc es-
son tint and are doing their dnty. I main-
tamn they are. The board consist of Dr.
Birmingham (Chairman), Dr. McWbue, Mr.
Weir, Mr. flarbyshire, and Mrs. Cannon. I
have always regarded Mrs. Casson as a
tabour rel resentative.

Mr. Hughes:- Do not try to put that over
US.

'Mr. SAMYPSON: Certainly it should not
enter into the question. She is a splendid
worker OIL the board as well as on the after-
care committee. I am informed that Mr.
Weir has resigned. This will necessitate
another appointment being made, and in
making that appointment I feel sure the
Government will do what is right and in
the interests of the patients.

Hon. TV. D. JOHNSON: I quite under-
stand that the after-care committee is doing
valuable work and is necessary to cope
with the special difficulties attending pati-
ents on their leaving the institution. That,
however, it totally apart from the admin-
istration of the institution. The hoard of
visitors is appointed directly in connection
with the administration of the institution.
.1 thought T made it clear that I was not
concerned about the personnel of the board.
I did not want to be informed of the quali-
fications of members of the board. The
administration of the institution has re-
ceived more concentrated adverse criticism
than that of any other institution. 'The
criticism has been consistent for years and
duringz the whole time we have had the
board of visitors. If the board was of any
value from an administrative point of view,
it would have proved Of assistance to the
administration and obviated the criticism
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levelled against the institution. The board
is evidently of no value. To secure reform
it is better to have the administration con-
centrated as much as possible. The In-
spector General should be responsible direct
to the Minister, and the Minister in turn to
Parliament.

The Minister for Lards: The members of
the board of visitors are not buffers. They
have nothing to do with the administration.

Hon. W. D. -JOHNSON: Then why have
then, there? I would not mind so much if
the criticism had not demonstrated that the
inmnates had just cause to complain.

MrT. Lathtam: There have been no comn-
pilaints in recenlt years.

Hfon. W. . 'OHSON: We have had
Royal Commissions and there have been
newspaper controversies in recent times, and
the criticism has had reference to the in-
siates. I have read over and over again
of the discontent of the staff.

'Mr. Griffiths: A good deal of that was
aroused in tis Chamber.

fbo,. W. D. JOHNSON: That strength-
ens my argument that discontent exists. If
the members of the board have nothing to
do with the administration, hut are there to
look after the interests of inmates and em-
ployees, they have failed. I cannot see that
the board is necessary, and I ant satisied
we should get better results-eertainly we
could not get worse-by abolishing the
board. When £625 is involved, it is as
well to effect economy. I could tell the
Government mainy directions in which the
£625 could he better expended.

Mr. GEIPPITHS: Before the board was
constituted, the great outcry in the Chain-
her was that the Inspector General was too
autocratic, and that there was no appeal
from his decisions; in short that he ruled
the roost. The board of visitors was ap-
pointed os an appeal board in the event
of trouble occurring. Useful Work has
been done by the board.

Hon. Sir Tames Mitchell: And there has
not been muach criticism of it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No. A good deal of
the allcged trouble with the staff originated
in this Chamber. I do not understand all
this feeling. If it is due to party spirit,
I hope it will be cut out.

Mr. HI'GHES: The Leader of the Op-
position did not reply to my statement. I
am not concerned about the conduct of the
board or its personnel. A retiring Ministry
ought to exercise certain decencies. It is
not usual for a Ministry, when they know
they have lost the confidence of the people,
to make a number of appointments. The
late Government, however, appointed these
people, who were hostile to this side of the
House, and were disliked by it. The mew-
her for Northam says he did not know what
the rolitienl thoughts were of the people he
had appointed. It is strange that all those
who have bee,, appointed to positions eon-

booted with the service during the last
seven or eight years were not opposed to
the Government then in offce. The member
for Swan is talking humbug when he speaks
of .\rs. Casson as a member of the Labour
Party.

Mr. Taylor: Is she opposed to Labour?
Mr. HUGHES: I think she went the way

of the hen, member in the hour of crisis.
Mir. Richardson: It was the hour of

crisis for the Empire.
Mr. HUGHES: A lot of people remained

here who talked about the Empire.
Mr. Taylor: I did not miss you.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. HUGHES: I was honest enough to

say where I stood.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! That has no-

thing to do with the question before the
Chair.

Mr. Davy: You took a military job.
Mr. HUGHES: That is untrue, and I

ask for a withdrawal.
The CHAIRMAN: I did not hear the

remark.
Mr. RUCHES: The hon. member has

made a delilecrately false statement.
MAr. Davy: I object to that.
M1tr HUGHES: Hec ought to he manly

enough to withdraw it.
'Mr. CHAIRMAN: I did not hear it.
,Ar. HUGHES: He said I had a military

job. In saying that he has deliberately
made a false statement.

Mr. Davy: I ask that that statement
be withdrawn.

-Mr. Ann: Quite right.
Mr. H4UGIIES: I ask the member for

West Perth to withdraw his remark.
The CHAIMAN: I ask you two with-

draw what you said.
Mir. HUGHES: I am not prepared to al-

low the hon. member to make a false state-
nment, and then claim the protection of the
Chba ir.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask you to withdraw
the statement that the member for West
Perth has made a deliberately false state-
mnent. I consider that is offensive.

Mr. HUGHES: I withdraw the state-
ment, but I ask the meumber for West Perth
to withdraw the false statement he made
concerning me.

'.%r. Latham: You can contradict it.
There is nothing objectionable about it.

Mr. HUGHES: It is untrue.
M.%r. Davy: I accept that.
Mr. HIUCHES: Then let the hon. mem-

ber withdraw it.
Mr. Davy: If you say my statement is

untrue I accept that.
Mr. Taylor: That is a withdrawal.
Mlr. HUGHES: It is not a very manly

one. I did expect him to be manly enough
to withdraw the statement when he is told
it is a mistake.

Mr. Davy: I have not mode a mistake.
The CHATEM AN : Order! We are deal-

ing with the amendment.
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Air. HVUGHES: I any sorry the hon. men,-
ber has not the courage to tell the truth.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I
Mr UHSIf this ite-r is struck out

the board need not give up its work. The
Committee ought to stand up for the rights
of the incoming Government. There would
have been a terrible outcry if the Labour
Government, on relinquishing office, bad
fixed up all their friends.

Ron. Sir James 'Mitchell: I wLhh I Could
have fixed up all my friends. I would have
provided an appointment for you.

Mir. HUGHES: The hon. member pro-
vided for a good many, all that he could.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member
to deal with the subject matter under dis-
cussion.

Air. HUGHES: In common decency the
retiring Mfinistry should not have usurped
the functions of the incoming Government.
They were so lacking in common deceacy
as to appoint their own friends to this
board, and the incoming Government should
revoke the appointments. Parliament ought
to show its disapproval of such conduct by
striking out this item.

Mfr. Lathann: Would you ask them to
work for nothing?

Mr. HUJGHES: I ask them to resign, and
right the wrong the late Government did.

Mr. Lathama: They would be fools if they
took any notice of you.

Mr. HUGHES: The board ought to re-
sign now.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: You have said
that forty times.

Afr. HUGHES: The late Government had.
no right to appoint them., Most members
of the board make their living in other ways,
and should not require any additional fees.
If they are so keen on the work they should
do it for nothing.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: It is a
cowardly thing for any member to call upon
this board to res ign.

Mfr. Hughes: It was a cowardly thing for
you to appoint it.

Hon. Sir JAMFES MlITCHELL: If the
members of the board are unsuitable, that is
a matter for the Government to deal with.
Should those men who were appointed to
the Railway Department by a National Gov-
ernment be called upon to resign because
of that fact? Thousands of men were ap-
pointed by my Government who are con-
nected with the Labour movement.

Mr. Hughes: But the plums were given
after the election.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHlELL; The sug-
gestion is a ridiculous one. The hon. mem-
ber has the grace to ay that the members
of this board are suitable.

Mir. Hughes: l am dealing with the action
of your colleagues.

Hon. Sir -JAMES MITCHELL: He said
they ought to go because they were ap-
pointed by a National Government.

Mr. Hughes: Which had lost the confi-
dence of the people.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: We left
office as soon as we knew the position. The
Labour Government, however, held office for
seven months after their defeat, and made
appointments alore.

Mr. Hughes: Which Labour Governmenti
lion. Sir JAXMES MIIT( HELL: The last

one. It would be ridiculous to say that all
those appointmnents had been made illegally.
We have now had our lesson in decency
from the bon. member. I do not know
whether the board will appreciate the lesson.
If they remember the teacher, I am af raid
they will not take much notice of it. I hope
if there is. a division that only twvo mem-
bers, the mover and the seconder of the
amendment, wvill be found voting for it.
We ought to show that the board has our
confidence, and that we in no way endorse
the statements that have been made against
it.

Mr. TAYLOR: While formerly there was
great disturbance and argument in the Press
as to the Claremont institution, latterly
there has been quiet. The hoard have never
been criticised adversely. Surely the Min-
ister controlling the department can be
trusted. I am surprised that supporters of
the Government have not confidence in their
Government's administration during the last
six months. I am acquainted with several
menmbers of the board, and know them to be
capable of good and conscientious work.

Mr. HUGHES: I did not desire to dis-
cuss the board, but I must remind the last
speaker that after an officer of the Clare-
mont institution had been proved to have
accepted frozen meat for fresh, and to have
allowed that frozen meat to be paid for as
fresh, thus defrauding both the Government
and the helpless patients, and that after the
officer in question had been dismissed-

The CHAIRMAN: Are the board con-
erned with that?

Mr. HUGHES: Certainly. The board
held an inquiry and reinstated the officer.
A select committee comprising members of
both sides of this Chamber found the man
guilt,- of such conduct, but the board of
visitors reinstated him.

Mr. Sampson: What nonsensel
Mir. HUGHES: The board did that, and

so there is a good ease against the board.
I strongly suspect that the Claremont Meat
scandal was made a political matter. The
statutory functions of the board include the
giving of instructions to the Inspector Gen-
eral as to the management of the institution,
otherwise than in regard to the medical
treatment of patients, but subject to regula-
tious. It was the board's duty to give in.
structions to the Inspector General regard-
ing this fraudulent officer. However, the
board made no inquiry into the truth or
otherwise of the allegations; they left that
to be done by a select committee of this
House. The board sent an insulting answer
through the Minister; but the responsibility
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in that reganrd lies with the Minister, who
had no right to read the board's answer
here. Further, the board are directed to
make fromt time to time reports to the Min-
later concerning the management of the in-
stitution and the observance of the regula-
tions for the welfare and conduct of the
patients, and to make recomnmendat ions with
regard to the management of the institution,
the amendment of the regulations, and so on.
Is it not an important question of manage-
ment when the Government are paying the
price of fresh meat for frozen and when
the patients are being supplied with frozen
meat instead of fresh? Moreover, the pa-
tients got offal in their gravy beef, The
board of visitors sat as an appeal board
and reinstated the officer. Such a board
ought not to function longer.

Mr. Lathanm: When was this man rein-
stated?

Mfr. HUGHEtS: I cannot give the exact
date.

MAr. Latham: The new Minister must
have reinstated him.

The -Minister for Lands: The 'Minister
had no power to do so. The board arc an
appeal board under the Act.

Mr. Mlann: But the board could only
recommend reinstatement; they could not
actually reinstate.

Mir. HUGHlES: I believe that when an
official appeals to the board, the board's
finding stands, and the Minister has no
power to vary it.

Mr. Sampson: You don'It charge the late
Government with neglect, do you?

Mr. HUGHES: I do. Has the hion.
member forgotten the charges made agast
him in relation to the Claremont meat scan-
dcql! The select committee found t1w- lion.
member guilty of aeglect, and of mislead-
lng this House.

The CHAIRMAN:. I think we are aet-
ting a little away from the board's func-
tions.

Mr. HUGOHES: It is all wrapped uip in
the select committee's findings.

The CHATIMAN: We are on the hoard
now, not on the select eommmittee.

Mfr. HUGHIES -. The reinstatement
savoured very much of political influence.

Mr. Sampson:- To whom did the reeoni-
mendation for reinstatement go?

Mr. HUGHES: The members of the
board were appointed unconstitutionnllvy, and
they ought to resign.

'Mr. Latham: How unconstitutionally?.
'Mr. HTTGHES: They were appoinated by

a Government that hadl lost the confidence
of the people.

M.Nr. WITHERS: Before deciding hiow to
vote on the amendment, will the Mfinister
inform the Committee whether the board
is nec essary?

The 'Minister for Lands: We must have
a board.

Mr. WITHERS: Will the striking ont
of the item mean the wiping out of the
board? if there is any necessity for the

board, I do not know that we would be
justified in taking any such action.

Hon. S. W. 1)UNSIE: I believe that
provision for a board of visitors is essen-
tial in the interests of the institution and
of the inmates, If the item is struck out,
we may find sonic kind-hearted people who
will carry out the duties of the board
without remuneration.

Mr. Lit ham: But you would have no
control over thenm,

Hon. S. W. M UNSI E. I question whether
we would get the right sort of people to
act on such a board, and also the desir-
ability of having a board exercising the
necessary functions under such conditions.
Until it was decided to appoint the board,
the general outcry was that the Inspector
General was au autocrat who could do
what he liked regarding patients or em-
ployees. The right of appeal under such
circumstances meant iu appeal froma Cwesar
to Cwsar. The Government of the day
held that that was wrong in principle and
appointed an official board of visitors who
were constituted a board of appeal for all
concerned,

The Minister for Lands: That was done
on the recommendation of a select com-
mittee.

Hon, S. W. MUINSIE: That is so. If
there was any blame attachable to the
board regarding the reinstatement of the
man who was dismissed from his employ-
ment at the Hospital for the Insane, equal
blame attached to the Government for
placing the board in an invidions position.
What happened was that the ;select cons-
mittee found that frozen meat had been
delivered and accepted, instead of fresh
marat. The select committee did not find
anyone guilty, nor did they recommend
the dismissal of anyone. That was not
their business. They simply had to find
whether frozen nieat insteadl of fresh meat
had been delivered at the institution. It
was up to the Government to take action,
and1( they did so. They sacked one man
and then withdrew the notice of dismissal.

Mr. Sampson: Who dlid?
Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: You did.
Mr. Sampson:. You are wrong.
Hon. R. W. 3FUNSTE : I know I arm

right.
Hon. Sir James "Mitchell: Is that on the

file?
Tron. q. W. MITNSIE: Yes. The ovr-

eranment withdrew the notice of dismissal
and issued a fresh one under the Lunacy
Act, thus giving the man the right of
appeal to the board.

Hlon. Sir -James 'Mitchell: T suppose that
was; only 'a; fair thing.

Hon. S. -W. MUNSrE: It was not a fair
thing to the board. ThaFt is what I take
exception tn. After all the adverse state-
ments that had been made dluring the two
monnth- prior to that time, and hearing in-
mind that the board of visitors were ex-
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pected to look after the general interests
and management of the institution, was it
reasonable to expect the board to say that
the accusations against the man were
correct 'If those accusations were re-
garded as correct by the board, the mem-
bers of that body must have admitted
their own neglect. Of course they re-
instated the man. In my opinion the Gov-
erment were wrong in placing the board
in such a position.

M r. Teesdale . Then you support the
member for East Perth?

Hon. S. W. MTTNSIE: No. I contend
that if there was any blame attachable
to the board, there was equal blame
attachable to the Government.

Mr. Sampson : But the Act controlled
the situation.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE : No. You did
what you should have done, but then with-
drew the notice of dismissal and issued a
fresh one.

Mr. Sampson:- On the advice of the
Crown Law Department.

Hon. S. W. MNUNSTE: I have had advice
on different occasions but if I thought I
was right, I stuck to my dlecision. The
Minister who did not adopt that attitude
would not be fit for his position.

Mr. Taylor: Nevpy mind who gives the
advice, the Crown Law Department or
anyone else!

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Yes, unless a legal
point was involved.

Mr. Sampson : And this was a legni
point.

Hon. S. W, 'MUNSIE: If it is a matter
for the application of ordinary common
sense, I will use my own juidgment. I hope
the Committee will realise that a board of
some description is essential. The member
for Ouildford said that the fact that there
had been trouble at the institution all the
iime, proved that the board was useless.
All the members of the board can do is to
make recommendations and it is optional
with the Mfinister as to whether those recom-
mendations are carried out. The board have
no power to enforce their recommendations.

Mfr. SAMPSON. Regarding the alleged
supply of frozen meat to the Claremont
Hlospital for the Insane-

Hon. S. w, Munsie : There was no
"ialleged" about it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, there was. On
receipt of the report of the select com-
mittee, the Government took action and
an employee at the Hospital for the In-
sane, and one at the .Old Mfen 's Home,
were peremptorily dismissed. The Gov-
ernment also decided to blacklist the
butcher who was said to have supplied the
frozen meat. Some, difficeultyv was experi-
enced in arriving Mt a decision, partly be-
cause of the evidcnce submittedl to the
select committee. I referred to that
matter in the House at the time, and
pointed out that the evidence given by

.Mr. Munsie, ILL.A., was of a contradic-
tory nature. I described the evidence as
very sloppy and unconvincing. The eii-
dence was submitted to the Crown Law
Departmient. We found we could not dis-
miss one man without dismissing the
other, and as one man was protected by
the Lunacy Act, which set out that his
services could not be dispensed with with-
out the right of appeal to the hoard, he
was reinstated, together with the other
man. WVhether the decision regarding the
butcher who was blacklisted was revoked,

Icannot say.
'Mr. Hughes: He is back again under

another name.
Mr. SAMPSON: At any rate, the Crown

Law Department expressed the opinion
that the course I have indicated should
he followed and that was done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes .. . . 6
Noes -- 30

Majority against

Mr. Coverley
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Latham

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. Otesson
Mr, Clydesdale
Mr. Cnrb-,y
Mr. Cunningham

Mr. Davy
Air. Orifit
Mr. Heron

Mr, Kennedy
Mr. Lamnbert
Mr, .ALtham
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann

-- 24

A YES.
M~r. Marshall

Mr. Sleeman
Mr. W. D. Johnson

(Taller.)I

Nors.
Mr.. McCallum
Mr. Millington
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
M r. Taylor
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Troy
Mr. A. Waa-:brougb
Mr. C. P. Wansbrougb
,Qr. Wilicock
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Ta for.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Observatory, £C1,587:

Mr. LAMBERT: The keeping up of an
observatory is not a State function; rather
is it for the National Government. Many
people confuse the functions of the Observa-
tory with those of the MAete oro logical Branch
of the Commoonwealth, a branch performing
very useful service for the general commun-
ity, as in the getting outt of weather re-
ports.

Mr. Taylor: They were not very accurate
during show week.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, but generally speak-
ing, the functions of that branch are very
useful. In a young State like~ Western AMs-

1.540



[30 OCTOBER, 1924.] 19

tralia it is an anomaly to be maintaining
on observatory when we cannot afford to ap-

poit ani agricultural chemist for the scien-
tIfic guidance of our primary producers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why did we
establish the Observatoryl

Mr. LAMBERT. I do not knew, but 1
am going to use every effort to see that the
expenditure involved is disczontinued.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot dis-
pose of the Observatory, so it is of no use
trying.

-Mr. LAMB ERT: Nevertheless 1 am go-
ing to try. Some time ago the Perth Ob-
servatory wvas employed cataloguing the
stars, a world-wide work shared by all the
observatories. Blut after 11 years it was
found that the telescope at the Perth Ob-
servatory had been focussed oi' a wrong area
of the heavens, that the Perth Observatory
had been cataloguing stars allocated to
some other observatory. So the work
done by our Observatory o'-er a period
of 11 years was useless. If the Perth Ob-
servatory is to he continued, it mist be as a
Federal responsibility. If the Observatory
were discontinued to-morrow it would hurt
nobody in Western Australia. I hope my
remarks wvill appeal to the practical sense of
members. We can better spend this £1,500
in getting some world-renowned agricultural
or mining chemist who would be of some
service to the State. The site is a beautiful
one, and would lend itself to a bureau of
agricultural information, which wonld grow
in importance and necessity as the State ad-
vaneed.

Hon. S. W, M1UNSIE:, I hope the Corn-
niittee will not strike out this vote. Some
years ago a similar motion was moved, and
the member for IKanowna made an eloquent
speech in favour of the retention of this in-
stitution. I am sure there -ire sufficient old
members present to recollect that speech and
leave the vote as it is. It should not be
struck out because of the work the Observa-
tory does in observing the tidles along the
toast of the North-West. No other institu-
tion in thiq State informs the shipping up-
on this matter. It has been of especial
value to the State Shipping Service, and
during the last year lies saved them hun-
dreds of pounds.

Mr. Hughes: To what does ''arrears,
£137" refer?

Hon. S. W. MEINSIE: I have not the in-
f ormation.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am surprised at the
opposition, of the Honorary -Minister to the
striking out of this vote. Anyone who has
the slightest regard for the finances of the
State and realises the obligations of the
Federal Government towards it, and how
Western Australia is being starved and is
having everything taken from it, must see
the wisdom of striking out this vote. No
other State in the Commonwealth is keeping
up what is called, for the sake of respects-

hility, an Observatory. The report concern-
ing it would not do justice to a first stand-
ard child. It talks about giving children
peeps through the telescope. And yet the
Honorary Mfinister stresses the importance
of the. institution.

Eon. S. W. Munsie: I did not stress its
importance from that point of view.

'Mr. LAMBERT: It is absurd to say that
shipping benefits by the information issued
from the Observatory. The Government As-
tronomer was asked to catalogue a portion
of the sky. Hek got astray with his telescope,
and mixed up Mars with some other star.
If we have any money to spend on scientific
wvork, let us do something to -assist those
people in the bnekblocks who are trying to
develop the State. The Observatory is a
stupid and spectacular institotion. Surely
wre can exist without its useless services.
I thought the Treasurer had assured us that
all such things w-ould he cut out.

Hon. Sir James 31itehell: I do not con-
sider this is a useless institution.

Mr. LAMBERT: It should be taken over
by the Federal Government. No wonder
this State gets a damin poor deal from the
Conji1monwenith. it is sickening to hear
meumbers excusing the Federsl people for
not carrying out their functions. In being
asked to pay for the maintenance of this
institution, the people of the State are being
robbed. It is of no use and should be
abolished.

Vote put and a division taken with the
following result:-

AYes
Noes

M1ajor

Mr.' Angwin
Mr. Barnard

Air. Brawit
Mir. Clydesdale
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cos-erley
Air. Cunningham
Mr. Day
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hugbes
Mr. Laamad
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Mann.
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Millington

Mr. Cheason
Mr. Grtffitha
Mr, Lambert

28

ity for .- 23

A YEs.

Sir James Mitchell
M r. Munslo
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampeon

Mr. Sleeman
M r. . 14. Smnith
Mr. Taylor
Mr, Tesdate
Mr. Troy
Mr. A. Wansbroushi
Mr. C. P. Wanabrough
Mr. Willeoch
Mr. Wilson

(7cM or.)

Nome.
Mr. Withers
Mr. Latham

(Teller.)

Vote thus passed.
Votes-State Children and Outdoor Re-

lief, E91,S90; State Ldhonr Rurean, EeSD
--agreed to.
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rofe-Ifiaie for Education, £592,804:
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Minis-

,ter) [9.2]: Every nmeuber realises that this
is an ever-increasing vote. The net in-
crease for the current year is some £12,000.
The cost per head of population for actual
-school requirements is £1 Ils. 4d., but when
the amount spent by the Public Works De-
part in the building of schools is taken into
consideration, together with the grants to
the University, the School of Mines, and
the Aborigines' School, the cost per head
rises to £1 16s. Although the amount spent
on education, £E592,894, is an immense one
for so small a population as that of West-
ern Australia, still our cost per head of
population is less than that of any other
Australian State or any other British do-
minion. The reason for the coniparatively
huigh cost of our education system is largely
the scattered nature of the population. The
Education Department estimate that the
expense to the commnunity of maintaining
small country schools averages about three
times as much per pupil as the teaching of
Children in thickly populated centres, which
mnean' large schools. The only new expendi-
ture contemplated during -the current year
is the opening of new primary schools where
the numbers of children justify that course,and the opening of the Albany High SchoolI
for which the building is just finished. It
is not possible in the present state of the
finances to provide for any expansion of
continuation classes or tcchnical schools,
nor for any additional work in manual
training and domestic science. The in-
crease in expenditure is due mainly to the
number of newv schools opened. The salary
item for primar 'y schools shows an increase
of £E12,305 this year. On the group settle-
ments 37 schools, serving 62 groups, are
already once; and 26 more have been auth-
orised. Apart from the additional expense
occasioned by new schools, there is the addi-
tional expetnse due to decrease in the uwn-
her of unclassified teachers. A staff with
better qualifications means a staff with
higher pay. Provision has to be made for
training more teachers to meet the needs
of the int-reased number of schools and
scholars. This accounts for about £800.
The opening of the Albany high school this
year is responsible for an increase of about
£C2,400. The sehool of agriculture at Nar-
rogin shows an increased expenditure of
nearly M60, due to thle larger number of
students. and also due to the need for some
new machinery. About two-thirds of the
incidental rote for this school comes back
in revenue from fees and from sale of pro-
due. I an. indeed pleased to observe the
necessity for ijncreased expenditure at the
Narrogin sphool. siuce it shows conclusively
that the school has justified itself, and that
the young people of the country districts
are taking an interest in it.

Mr. Lathamn: The Only trouble is that the
school is not big enough to meet the re-
fluirements.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Probably not;
but presently we shall get the agricultural
college established, and then I hope the
Narrogin school will be relieved by the
transfer from it to the agricultural eel-
lege of the older pupils. The salared sec-
tion of these Estimates show an increase
of £:14,918, whilst contingencies Show a de-
crease of £2,572, leaving a nett increase of
£12,000 in the total vote for this year. A
Minister introducing the Education Vote
could probably speak for hours on the use-
fulness of education, and on the many bene-
fits to be derived from a perfect system of
education. I do not intend to do that
to-night. In conclusion, let me say that
relatively to our population and the length
of our existence as a self-governing corn-
nunity, we havereason to be proud of the
education system of Western Australia. I
believe that we are as up-to-date as any of
the Eastern States, and that we are further
advanced than many other countries, in
point of education. I trust hon. members
will receive these Estimates generously.
Although the department find themselves
unable to do all they would like to do dur-
ing the current year, yet I do not doubt
members are satisfied that the Minister
controlling education is endeavouring to do
every' thing possible for the advancement of
our children. I submit the Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9.9]: To every
member representing a country or a gold-
fields or other outback district, this vote is
one of deep concern. I have carefully read the
latest report of the Education Departnment
and am indeed pleased to note the improve-
mnent which has taken place in the training
of teachers who are sent out to the country
districts. When I wvas list in this Chamber,
T repeatedly voiced a protest against the
class of teacher sent into the country, on
the score of sueh teacher's lock of train-
ing. Frequently the teacher had had only
six n-oaths in the Training College at Clare-
mont before being given charge of a school.
The teachers who were given a course of 1 2
months or two years at the college were sent
to the large schools in the city. I argued
that those who had the longer period of
training should be sent to country schools,
and that their promotion should depend on
the results they obtained there. The Diree-
for of Education now- states that the diffi-
culty is to find a sufficient number of teach-
era for the country districts. ft appears
that while the Training College turns out
a bout 100 teachers aunually, the losses by
superaninlation and resignation amount to
sbout 132 annually. I observe that it is
proposed to make arraugenients this year to
train three groupls of short-course students,
instead of two as formerly. Short courses
in manual and donmestic training are also
depirale for teachers to he scpt to country
schools. The Director of Education points
out the rapid erowth of schools on group
eettlenients. There appears to be a short-
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age of teachers, and also a shortage of cash.
I feel sure members representing districts
that contain group settlenments will not take
umbrage when I say that other members
from outback are alw~ays told that no money
is available nwhen they apply for additional
school facilities It is not right that other
country districts qhould be starved for the
sake of the group, settlements.

The Minister for Lands: The children on
group settlements are children just the same
as those in any other part of the State.

MrI. GRIFFITHS: That is perfectly true.
One ineriber, I understand, is asking for 30
schools to be established on group settle-
ijients. The granting of schools in this
wholesale fashion makes one wonder whether
our outback country districts will get a fair
deal. A pleasant feature of our educational
system is the consolidation of schools, which
I advocated here years ago. I am delighted
to observe the success which has attended con-
solidation at, for example, Toodyaty. In
somew districts consolidation has not proved
a success, because it has been applied only
in part. Ont Ihe subject of consolidated
schools, the Director, in his report, says-

These schools, which are very numerous
in our large and sparsely-settled State,
form one of the most difficult of the de-
partment 's problems. They are neces-
sarily very exl ensive. Each child in them
costs the department far more than a
city child, but it is difficult to secure as
high a standard of education as is de-
sired, when all subjects have to be taught
to all classes by a single teacher.

The amalgamation of several small
schools into one larger school will be an
advantage if the numbers within a reas-
onble distance are sufficient to form a
school that n-ill require more than one
teacher. Unfortunately, Over the greater
part of the country, these conditions do
not exist. The distances are too great,
and the houses too widely scattered, to
make it possihle in arrange to drive the
children to a common centre.

Where there is a fairly large country
school in existence, it is sometimes found
possible to close a small school sonme miles
away and to drive the children to a larger
school. Driving contracts are now in ex-
istence for bringing children in to such
centres ai Tood ' ay, Donnyb~rook, Harvey,
Mundijong and Wanneroc. Ot her pro-
posits are now rnder consideration. There
is often a good deall of recluctanice to be
overeaone: nmnny Parents are unwilling
at first to aidoit the new scheme. The
Parents and Ciies Association in the
larger centre has, in some intncs done
excellent work in persuading the s,,rround-
inq people of the advantiges of the larger
school. Noa doubt the number of these
'' consolidated'' Schools Will grow Year by
rar.

The idea of thesze consolidated schools has,
I believe, tce,, token fr-om a look in the

Parliamentary Library, entitled "'The
Prown Mouse,' which refers to the success
of this form of education. When speaking
to the member for the province in which
Toodyny is situated, I asked about the re-
sults from special rural schools, and was in-
formed that Toodyay w-as a special rural
school as well as a consolidated school. I
personall ,y saw the samples of work done at
that school, and was delighted with thenm.
In the 2'eodyaty school I saw the realisation
of an idea which I had advocated here. The
select committee to which the Honorary Mn
ister referred last night visited the Parker.
ville school, and saw something of the work
being dooe there. I understand that a pro.
fiable sideline at Parkerville is the rearing
of pigs. At Mooars, Dongarra, and other
country centres the parents and citizens'
associations have arranged for special exhi-
bitions of the work dlone by the various
schools in the districts. In the United
States and Canada the same sort of idea
has been, brought to fruition through the
operation of boys' and girls' school clubs.
These activities do not interfere with the
education of the children because much of
the work is done during playtime. I notice
that the driving allowance, which is paid
for transporting children to country schools,
represents £11,000, which is a fairly large
item. The allowance is to be reduced by
2d. per day. That appears to be a paltry
amount. Is it intended to reduce the
deficit by this means?

Rion. S. W. Munsie: It represents ap-
proximately £3,000 a year.

M4r. GRIFFITHS: Merredin is growing
rapidly and is an important railway centro.
The residents there are asking for the es-
tablishment of a high school and they point
out that the town is faviourably sitoated for
such a puirpose.

The Mlinister for Lends: I hope :'aers
will be no more high schools establishcd
until we can provide more primary schools.

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: That is quite right.
At the same time, if the Government could
see their way clear to establish a special
rural school at MAerredin, it would be of
advantage, particularly in view of the fact
that we have a State farm there. Appar-
ently nothing has been done regarding the
extension of manual work. At Doodlakine
and Xelltfrherrin manual training is carried
out under arreat difficulties, seeing that the
work is being dlone in the passages of the
schools. Promises have been made that
manual rooms will he erected, but nothing
has been, done. Requests made for small
works of this description are met by the
reply that ro funds are available, yet one
member has% informed me that be intends
,asking for the establishment of 30 schools
in his district. When one hears of such
requests, one wonders whether adequate at-
tention will he given to the needs of other
country districts. I have often heard mem-
bers making fun of the - eori-espondene
classes. I can assure the Committee that
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those classes have proved beneficial to many
families in the outer country districts, par-
ticularly in the isolated parts where no edu-
cational facilities are available. The an-
nual report of the Education Department
shows that these classes deal with three dis-
tinct groups of children. The first group
consists of children living in isolated homes
and unable to reach any school. These were
the children for whom the classes were first
established. The second group consists of
children in small country schools who have
passed through Class VI. and wish to re-
main at school for a year or two years more.
The Director points out that it is very diff-
cult f or a single teacher in charge of all
classes for infants upwards to give these
advaneed children adequate attention. The
correspondence classes furnish fortnightly
papers to them and thus enable those child-
ren, while still liv-iug at home, to obtain at
more advanced education than was possible
before. The third group consists of child-
ren who have left school but who wish to
carry on their studies in some particular
direction. There is no doubt the corre-
spondence classes are doing excellent %.irk.
The Director of Education makes anutherT
point in his rcport to which the attention of
the Committee may well be directed. le
refers to the employment of school children
and says-

There is urgent need of legislation
which will prevent the improper employ-
ijient of children of school age. It is use-
less to make education compulsory if
children can be employed in such a way
that their health is injured, and that they
cannot gain the benefit that the schools
should provide. During the year some
shocking cases have been brought uinder
the notice of the department. Until legis-
lation is passed, it is impossible to take
any effective action. One boy aged 12V.
starts delivering papers every morning at
5.45, finishing his round about 8.15. Ile
is naturally unfit for school. The medical
officer states that his h'ealtlh is adversely
affected. His father and elder brother
are regularly employed in the Government
service. Another boy, aged 1.3, rises every
morning at 2 o'clock and starts work on
a milk round, finishiig about 7. After
school he goes hack to the dlairy for an-
other hour's work. It is found he is fre-
quently unable to do any work at school
and the teachers allow him to sleep in hlis
desk. It is almost incredible that such
gross ill-treatment of children should he
legal in a civilised country.

The 'Minister for Lands: That is against
the law now.

Mr. GRIFTITS: These statements ap-
pear to be so startling that T consider it
right to bring them hrforc the notice of
members. The Director proceeds-

Tn England no child under 12 may be
employed at all. No child between 12 and
14 may be employed on a school day he-

fore school hours, nor on a non-school day
before 6 aam. or after 8 p.m. In the
State of New York no child under 14 may
be employed in any occupation whatever
during any part of the school term, even
on Saturdays or Sundays. Surely our
childrenl have a right to have their school
day- s undisturbed by premature labour, im-
posed upon them for the sake of their
earnings. The existing state of affairs is
a scandal which ought to be removed.

The Director also refers to street trading
by school children and says-

Another matter which urgently needs
further legislation is street trading by
children. 'Tbis is recognised everywhere
as denioralising and in many countries is
absolutely illegal. In Western Australia
it is illegaql for children under 12; child
ren, over 12, whether boys or girls, may
engage in street trading if they obtain at
license. Licensing provisions in other
parts of the world haive proved a failure,
and it cannot be said that they are suc-
cessful here. The evidence of the de.
moralising tendency of street trading is
so overwhelming that it ought to he made
absolutely illegal for children up to the
age of 18.

I wish to add my testimony to the fine work
done by parents and citizens' associations
throughout the State, not only in (he coun-
try districts hut in the cities. One great
figure in this work is Mr. John Tucker of
the Thomas-street school, who has just re-
turned to Perth from England. The associa-
tion in connection with that school has been
an object lesson showing what can be done
by a parents and citizens' association. The
association at Buckland Hill is another good
one.

The Minister for Lands: That is a very
fine organisation.

'Mr. GRIFFITHS: When passing a small
Country school on one occasion I noticed the
children sitting in the sun. It was about
106 degrees in the ade and there was no
shelter at all. I spoke to some of tine
parents and suggested the formation of a
parents and citiz.ens' association. They
formed one and held a busy bee, in Order to
erect a shed for the children. Other im-
provements have been, carried out since then.
This is usually considered the children 's age
in connection with education, and wonderful
fncilities are provided for them. C'onsider-
ing the difficulties the Education Depart-
has to contend with, great work is being
carried out. I hope the Minister will he
able to favourably eonsider the requests I
have made this evening.

Mr. LINDSAY (Toodyav) [9.231: This
vote is an important one. It is large prim-
arily because we have so many small schools
in the country districts. When speaking onl
the Address-in-reply. I Pointed out that
every child should he afforded in open,
tunit 'v to receive a primary education be-
fore we consider spending money on frill!



153 [a0 OCTOBER, 1924.]

and the provision of secondary, technical,
or university education. We should pro-
vide that kind of education, and should not
be told that money is not available. I
endorse what the Minister said regarding
the Narrogin farm school. I have had prac-
tical experience of the usefulness of that
institution in affordinig youths an agricul-
tural education. The school has been of
benefit to farmers themselves because of the
winter courses. I attended one course and
gained much knowledge. It is a fine in-
stitution, and I hope the Minister will be
able to extend those operations in the
future. As to the education of country
children, we have many small schools at-
tended by from 10 to 20 pupils. Teachers
who go to such schools have just left the
laremont Training College, and, where

there are five or six classes to be dealt
with, the children cannot get the assist-
ance frTom those young teachers that is pos-
sible in the city schools. Having to travel
considerable distances, the children are
often tired 'when they get to school and
tired when they get home. These disabili-
ties are recognised by people who go into
the country areas. They know that their
children will suffer because of the absence
of proper educational facilities. Notwith-
standing what may he *said regarding the
correspondence classes, it is not always pos-
sible for mothers in tbe country areas to
give the necessary assistance to their child-
ren to make that work advantageous. For
nmy own part, I have had to bring my child-
ren to the city in order to give them a
primary education. It is -not available in
nmy district. The education given to coun-.
try children in the cities is not Suitable for
them in connection with their agricultural
work. They require rural education. Be-
cause of these disabilities, many of our
best settlers are leaving the country dis-
tricts and coining to the tonsn in order to
provide their children with an adequate
education. A few years ago, when I was
attendimng the Narrogin farm school, I put
before the Director of Education a pro-
posal whirl, I considered would provide the
solution of these difficulties. Later I heard
Inspector Miles lecturing on rural educa-
tion in America. He must have thought
my proposition a good idea. My idea was
that in certain selected country centres the
Government should set up school hostels
where children coining from beyond the
three-mile radios could he acc-ommodated.
The immediate result would be larger
schools and, consequently, a better class of
education. Since nearly half OUT popimis-
tion are earning their living or intend to
earn their living by agriculture, it is clear
that the rural education provided f or our
children is not nearly as complete as it
ought to be. We often hear it said that
a great deal of money is being spent on
education in Western Australia. Yet the
report of the Director of Education shows
that whereas in London the cost per child

in average attendance at primary schools is
£14 3a. per annum, the cost in Western
Australia is oniy £10 17s. 4d. It is very
surprising to me. The inescapable infer.
efice is that we are not doing as much as
we should for the education of our child-
Yeil.

The -Minister for Lands: We can get
over that by increased taxation.

Mr. LINDSAY: If I were in power, prob-
ably that course would be adopted. We
require to see that our children are pro-
perly educated.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: And wye are goin~g
a fair way towards that consummation.

Mr. LINDSAY: But not so far as other
countries are going.

Mr. Teesdale: We may yet be going too
far.

Mr. LINDSAY: The other dlay, in answer
to questions, the Minister told us the driv-
iug allowance for children living beyond the
three-mile radius hind been, reduced fron, Od.
to 4d. ,end that the reduced amount Avas
considered -adequate. The Minister gave us
no reason for that opinion. Why should
this driving allowance have been reduced!
School children in the city ire carried at
a reduced fee on the trains, and school
children living along a railway line aro
carried on the railway free. The driving
allowance of Gdl. has been in vogue for many
years, and I aim astounded that it should
have been left for the Labour Government
to reduce it from 6d. to 4d. I may
he told that the system has been abused,
that parents who can afford to do without
tme allowance are nevertheless drawing it.
But in the first place the allowance was
granted, not as a charity, but as a right.

The Minister for Mines: Who drove you
to school as a boy?

Mr. LINDSAY: In amy boyhood I did
not go to school at nil. However, that is
not the point. The children living beyond
the three-mile radius have just as much
right to be educated as have those living
in the city or those living along a railway.
The allowance of 6d. has been paid by
successive Governmnents for many years
past, and I am very sorry the Labour Gov-
ernment should have seen fit to reduce it.
The Director of Education in his report
shows that 31 new schools were opened
and staffed during 1023. 1 take it the
increase in 1924 will not be less. The
group settlements must have their schools;
indeed they are being erected now. The
necessary money must be found, for we
cannot bring chtildren out to this country
and then deprive them of their education.
Some country centres are deplorably
neglected. I have here a letter, dated 14th
September, 1922, notifying that the Min.
ister had approved of a school at Mucker-
budden, and that the Workcs Department
had been instructed to erect the school as
early as possible. It is n sad commentary
that that school has not yet beem, erected.
Here is tbe explanation: The people at
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that Centre put up tile necessary money
and built a small agicultural hill. The
immediate result was that they were
penalised in respect of the schoot build-
ing, the Education Department setting up
the school in the agricultural hall, a most
unsuitable structure, especially during the
winter months. The Director of Educa-
tion in his report states that money will
lie provided to train teachers in rural
education. I believe we have only just
touched the fringe of our agricultural
development. One of the things we re-
quire to attend to is the keeping of the
agriculntuoral Ippulati on tlt we have. Just
as soon as a man begins to get some return
from his farm lie sendls his children to
the city for better education, and it is
not long before the parents themselves, in
their anxiety for their children's welfare,
follow thenm to the city* and remain with
them during their educational years. It
will be good for the country districts and
for the State as a whole if we can stop
that sort of thing b 'y providing improved
education in country districts, such as
would] be possible under my scheme of
school hostels. I put up the scheme to the
Director of Education. His comment was,
''Look at the trouble we should have with
the domestics.'' But surely that could be
easily overcome. We are not asking that
our children should be hoarded for nothing
at these hostels, but merely that the de-
partment should recognise that children
living beyond the three-mile limit have
their incontestable rights to the best
education that can be provided to tit them
to live the rural life. I hope the Minister
will consider this.

Mr. MANN (Perth) [9.40]: The Educa-
tion Department is not giving to the ques-
tion of mental defectives the attention
that it deserves. Speaking on the Colonial
Secretary's Estimates last night, the Min,-
ister re~ferred to the Seaforth Home,'whereupon the Minister for Lands inter-
jected that if they were drawing that
money they were doing very well. T at
onc concluded that the Minister for
Lands was not fully seized of the work of
that home. In company with the H-oner-
ar ry Minister, I visited that home soein
months ago and there watched the treat-
inert of some .50 or 60 mental defectives.
Bet there are scores of other mentally de-
feetive children who are not enjoying that
treatment. A dull child placed in a school
with smart children and unable to keep
pace with them., gives tip the struggle.
with results dlisastrous to himself. The
School Teachers' Association have discussed
at their Conferences the treatment of
mental defectives and are fully alive to the
seriousnmess of the pos'tion. I am sure the
Honorary Minister, after his visit to the
Seqferth Romee. wil4 realise the importane
*tf. extendtinwtbee 1work being *46ne tlolrd:

I have had considerable experience in this
matter. I have seen children Acho have been
horn to different families, and one after an-
other they inx, gone wrong. They were
bound to go wrong for they were born with
a hereditary disadvantage, and to an en-
vironmsent tiant added to that disadvantage.
If they were given art opportinnity of going
into a school they would at least have their
backward minds developed to the fullest
possible, extent. They would be taught to
do somnething for their support in after
years. I "as surprised to leorn from the
doctor controllin-g our Hnsptal for the In-
sane, that frequently meil and women go
through life whose minds are nlever de-
veloped, and cannot be developed beyond
that, of a youth of IIl or 12. They only go
through life when it is easy for them. When
they strike trouble of any kind they go
down. We who are gifted with a better
thinking cap)acity, with broader minds, and
greater abilitc, judge these others from
our own point of view. We do not know the
condition of thicir minds. We frequently
hear it said when one member of a family
bas failed, '"He had the same opportunity
as the others.'' If we had an institution
based on bigger and broader lines than the
small place at Gosnoells, those Children who
are making no response to their teaching,
and with whom the teachers can do nothing,
and who are a problem to their parents,
could go there and be tested. The cause of
their duhness Could be asceetaiued, as wvell
as the reason why they wvere unable to do
as 'veil ans their brothers aw-l sisters. When
visiting the place some two weeks ago I
wvent round with the py-sehologist, Mr. Hill.
H-e said ''What do you think of this boy?
He is 14 years of age, but his mind has
grown only to that of a youth of five. It is
doubtful if it will ever develop beyond that
of a boy of 10 oar 12.'' The boy was bright
enough in appearance.

The Minister for Lands: Was not this
question dealt with under another vote laut
night?

Mr. MANN: No. In this case the teachers
are being paid by the Education Depart-
nment, and it is a Credit to the department
that that is so. The work that is being done
is not suffleent, and the Department should
give it more attention. If it does, the State
will real, the benefit in after year-s.

lion. S. W. Munsie: You will admit we
are doing more than, the previous Govern.
meat did.

Mr. MANN: I do not know what they
did. If there have been any sins of omis-
sion there is no reason why I should not
bring this matter under notice.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: You ought to give
the Governmnat credit for starting it.

Mr. MANN: It was to the credit of the
Government that they assisted in this small
wa-y. but it is only a drop in the ocean.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: It is something, &I-
thefigh it is. small.
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Mr,. MANN: On the last occasion when
I visited the place I went with a party. We
saw lads of 10 or 12 whose minds were not
developed beyond those of children of four
or five, and they cannot be developed to any
great extent. The psychologist said that one
lad of 14 had been studied for two years. It
had been found impossible to teach him the
alphabet, but after two years it was found
that he had a capacity for wood-carving.
The teachers concentraited on this talent,
and have been able to teach the boy enough
arithmetic to enable him to make a calcula-
tion and take up the calling of wood-carv-
lag. They have token one boy after another
and treated them in the best way they
could. I wish to read the opinion of medical
men who have ade a life study of this
matter, to make my point:-

At a conference of medical men held in
London recently, Dr. William Potts said
that the number of mentally defective
persons in England and Wales, apart from
lunatics, was estimated at 149,600, of
wvhom it was calculated that 665 were in
urgent need of provision icing made for
them in their own or the public interest.
All mental defeetives who were at large
were a potential danger, and in proportion
as modern industry became more compli-
cated, their opportunities for wrong-doing
increased. He wvas confident that the pub-
lic would welcome a thorough preliminary
medical examination in order to deter-
mine the extent to which an affender was
a deliberate wrong-doer or the victim of
his environment.

As greater skill wans required, and the earn-
ing of a living became more difficult, their
problems increased.

Dr. Glibbous said that it was never
knovwn for two mentally defective indi-
viduals to become the parents of a normal
child. One could be reasonably certain
by the time a defective child reached the
age of 16 years how much benefit it could
obtain from treatment by segregation and
so forth. If there was no indication that
such a child could ever be regarded as
normal or as approaching normal, steps
ought to be taken to prevent it from ever
becoming a parent.

At the meeting held in Mfelbourne of medi-
cal men and others dealing with the subject,
the Bellowing motion was cairied:-

That in the interests of feeble minded
children themselves, and in the interests of
their parents and the conmnunity, the es-
tablishment of a home or colony where
they might he cared for, trained, and
scientifically' studied, is desirable.

At the last conference of the School Teach-
crs' Union of Western Australia, Mr. Mc-
Lean said:-

Of the various States, 'New South Wales
and Victoria appeared to be the only two
which are working on a definite system

with regard to mental defects, Tasmania
is taking steps to deal with these unfor-
tunates, which will give her a foremost
place in this branch of educational reform.
With reference to our own State, I sup-
pose that matters could be more unsatis-
factory than they are. The first essential,
it seems to me, in dealing with this class
of children, is that the conditions must be
such as to win the whole-hearted appro-
bation and co-operation of the parents. i
a stigma is attached to sending a child
to a school of this description, the venture
is doomed before it starts. I have no
wish to criticise the noble and self-sacri-
ficing efforts of the Salvation Army, and
I have nothing but whole-hearted admira-
tion for their work in social amelioration,
but it is a thousand pities that the only
school for mentally deficient children
should be associated with that of one for
delinquent children. The flaw is a funda-
mental and fatal one. I am not of course
criticising the work carried on in the
school, I believe it is exceptionally good,
but I condemn the whole system as a make
shift, and one which in any ease only
touches the fringe of a difficult problem.

I hope the Minister will give more attention
to this branch of education, so that dull
and backward boys and girls may have their
minds developed to the utmost capacity, and
have the handicap they are carrying light-
ened as far as possible. If this can he
done, there will be fewer people in our
prisons, and fewer inmiates in our asylums
for the insane and othrr corrective homes.
Our object should be to assist mental de-
ficients to earn their own living, failing
which they will be at a disadvantage to
themselves as well as to the State. I com-
mend this phase of the edueation system to
the Minister.

Mr. C, P. WANSBROTJOH (Bleverley)
[9.55]: I congratulate the Governm~ent on
their attitude towards the establishment of
consolidated schools, but I hope their oper-
ations will not be confined entirely to the
towns. The principle could be applied in
many country centres. I wish to voice a
protest against the clheeseparing method
adopted in reducing the driving allowance,.
It is regrettable that this Government should
have brouqht about a rcdluetion in this direc-
tion, and curtailed a privilege that has
been enjoyed by country districts for many
years. The driving allowance has been of
benefit, not only to the farming community,
but it has proved a boon in many parts of
the State. Tbe total cost of the allowance
last year was £11,000. The saving, I un-
derstand, will be in the vicinity Of £3,500.
The Minister did not say there had been a
sayingz in other branches of the renartment,
but I take it a saving is being effected by
this particular reduction. This is nnnther
instance of the manner in which the Onv-
ernuient are hitting at the country districts.
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Ron. S. W. Munsie: A good deal of the
saving is accounted for by the tact that
consolidated schools are doing the work for
less than the cost of the driving allowance.
I do not say that a great saving is effected,
but this does represent a saving in tbe driv-
ing allowance.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROL'GH: Other schools
in the remote parts of the country districts
will have to suffer because of this.

Mr. Taylor: The Government should use
motor cars for the children.

Mr. C. P. WANSHEOIIGH: The Director
of Education should establish more of these
consolidated schools. This is more or less
of an experiment, but I know, it has proved
a success in my district. The Director should
also turn his attention to the provision of
quarters for country teachers. Whilst my
district has been deprived in this respect,
group centres and others are receiving the
benefit of a considerable amount of expen-
diture in this direction.

'.rI. Latham: It is not so in many of the
groups.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUOH: It is so in
quite a Dumber. One locality should not be
at a disadvantage because of another. The
Director holds that every locality should take
full advantage of the system of correspond-
ence classes. These do not always meet the
ease. Very often the parents haive no time
to devote to the matter. Unless there is an
efficient teneher or supervisor to conduct the
classes, the children do not get any benefit
from them. I protest strongly against the
attitude of the Dlirector.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: In refusing to build
quarterst

M.%r. C. P. WANSBXOUGH: Yes.
The Minister for Lands: In some of the

group settlements there are no buildings.
Mr. C. P. WANSBHOUGU: I am re-

ferring to say own distriet. I feel very sore
about the ma~tter.. The Government are whit-
tling away some of the privileges we hare
enjoyed in the past. fly the reduction of
the driving allowances on injustice has been
created in many cases, and I hope the Min-
ister mill look well into the matter.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly) [10.11 :1 en-
dorse the remarks of the member for Toad-
yny. The increase of nome £12,000 in the
vote shows that the present Government are
seized of the necessity for doing everything
possible to advance the education of our
children. In the country districts there arc
many educational disabilities and hardships
which shoul ho looked to byv the Director
of Education. In one towns in roy electorate
the old school building is fit to hold only
half the children requiring edu'ation. In
consequence severl e,ssqes are belul in a
hall about half a mile distant from the
school itself. The construction of a new
school building was nutherised months ago,
hut has not yet been started. I am told the
reason is lock of funds: hut I do not know
that Western Aultralia is so bankrupt as

to he unable to provide a school building
wThere it is urgently needed. Our education
system I regard as the finest in Australia.
Aill visitors tell us that our curriculum is
the most advanced in Australia. The child-
rent attending the school at Pingelly are
being instructed in a manner equal to any.
thing that can be found in the city. Pos-
sibly there may be some frills, and perhaps
the three ''Es'' are not taught as thor-
oughly as they were in former days. The
system of scholarships is a good one. Small
schools conducted by one teacher are not
called upon to face so high a standard as
larger schools in the competition for scholar-
ships. However, the children attending a
school with two or three teachers are required
to pass the higher standard for a scholar-
.ship. In my' opinion, all country children
should be on the same footing in that re-
spect. I am glad to say that a good many
scholarships are won by country childreon.
But what is to be the end of the holders
of those scholarships I do Dot know. Gen-
orally the holder is seized with a desire to
become a teacher, particularly if the bolder
is a girl. I feel strongly about the
reduction of the driving allowance. From
a place called Moorambine, five or six miles
out of Pingelly, children are driven seven
or eight miles to school at Pingelly. The
average salary of the male teacher being
£:217 10s., it is evident that there is a con-
siderable saving to the department, thanks
to these children being driven to school at
Pingelly instead of being taught at Moor-
ambine. The driving allowance is 6d. per
day, or 2s. Gd. per week, and, amounts to
£75 a year. Thus the saving to the depart-
nment is about £,150. Now- tho department
are reducing the driving allowance from 6d.
to 4d. For imy part I would rather increase
it to Is. The system of consolidated schools
is all right, but it w~ill not work in every
district, because some of tl-s schools are too
isolated and the cost of tr-ansport of the
children would be too heavy. Mforeover, the
children would have to journey three or
four miles to the spot where the ear would
meet them, and they would have to tie their
horses up all dlay. We have so many) girls
trying to become teachers that there n-ill
never be a dearth iii the teaching profession.
Wherever there are eight or ten children, a
teacer should be supplied. Nowadays none
of us likes to see an uneducated person, and
therefore I am glad of the increase of
£,12,000 in the vote.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [10.31: 1 rmust
Join in the protest against the reduc-tion of
the driving allowance. A little while ago it
was proposed to reduce the teaching staff
in the city by cutting out the swimming
teacher, but the proposal caused such an
outcry that the teacher was 'retained. Yet
in pl aces where there is great difficulty in
reaching a school the Government have re-
duced the driving allowance by a paltry 2d.
The reduction will be felt not by the farm-
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era but by men who have gone out clearing
and have taken their wives and children with
them.

Mr. Teesdale:- That is all right, but how
about mubsidising people who have thousands
a year?

Mr A A:In this matter there
should be discrimination. The teacher should
be able to advise the Education Department
whether parents are able to provide the
necessary driving facilities.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I would not like to
be in the position of a teacher who had re-
ported in favour of discriminating against
a particular parent.

Mr. LATHAM :But the teacher should
be able to send a confidential report to the
department.

Mr. Teesdale: The possession of a £000
or 1600 motor car would be a sufficient indi-
cation.

Mr. LATHAM: The country teachers
know all about the position of parents.
But why cut down the allowance by 2d.?

Mr. Taylor: Why make a noise aut the
reduction if it is paltry?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The reduction was
made on the recommendation of the Director
ot Education, by way of effecting economy.

Mr. LATHAM: If the ])irector got out
into the country a little more, be would have
a better idea of things there than he can
obtain while sitting in an office chair. How-
ever, I do not wish to condemn the Govern-
ment in respect of their education policy.
There are some branches of education on
which the department may well be congratu-
lated. One is the school of agriculture at
Narrogin. The State buildls secondary
schools and high schools at such places as
Albany; but if half of the money so ex-
pended had been devoted to putting uip a
decent building for the Narrogin school Of
agriculture, the benefit would hare been
much greater. It is the technical education
children get that is so beneficial to them.
During the past two years I have had an
opportunity of watching the development
of the Narrugin school of agriculture, and
I must compliment the principal on the way
he is turning out boys with a thorough
knowledge of what is required to make a
success of fanning life. The number of ap-
plicants for admission to the school war-
rants the providing of additional accommo-
dation. Those who think that the establish-
ment of an agricultural college will do away
with the need for increased accommodation
at Narrogin are mistaken. The elementary
education he gets at that school will fit a
boy for admission to the agricultural col-
lege. It should be a condition of entry into
the agricultural college that a boy had first
passed through an elementary agricultural
school. The Narrogin school of agriculture
represents the system of education which
enables children to learn under rural condi-
tions. I have come in contact with country
parents who sent their children to city
schools in order that they might receive a

higher education than that obtainable loc-
ally; and those parents all tell mns that it
is very difficult afterwards to induce the
children to return. to counutry life. We do not
want to get country children interested in
city life, because this State, having regard
to its total population, already has too many
people in its urban districts. I cannot
agree with the member for Pingelly in re-
joicing at the increase of this vote by
£12,000. Every year I have been in this
House the vote has been ercessed, and I
dare say it will be exeessed this year. In
view of the numbers of our people, we are
spending a tremendous amount on educa-
tion. I fully understand that in other parts
of the world there are privileges, say the
provision of books, which must he taken
into account when expenditure on education
is estimated. At the samte time, -while we are
getting value for the services rendered, I
must agree with the vote, unless I can show
where it can be reduced. We cannot afford
to neglect the education of our children, anid
so long as we do that along the right lines,
wre cannot go wrong.

Mfr, WIT}IERS (Buabury) [10.161: 1
wish to emphasise the necessity f or the ex-
tension of eduicational facilities to the
smaller centres in the country districts. I
lhavs always been an advocate of additional
educational facilities, but I am afraid there
is a fair amount of frill in connectioa with
our- high schools. We should p~rovide a
better ground-work and educate the child
up to a certain standard that will enable
him to leave school and earn his living
with the advantage of a good general edu-.
cation. At Runhury the manual class was
transferred from the senior school to the
hiLgh schooil, thus depriving the boys of the
fifth standard of manual training. There
is ample accommodation for a manual c-lass
ait the senior school, and I1 trust the Minis-
ter u-ill be nble to provide the necessary
funds to enable that class to be reopened.
The seventh standard was transferred from
the senior school to the high Fechnol, and
that has proved detrimental to boys and
girls whose parents cannot afford to give
their children the bioher education. I have
two girls attending the high school, and
their progress while they have been there
has been much slower tlin whvn they at-
tended the senior school, The master at a
small school seven miles out of town is able
to teach children up to the ciglitl standard,
and those children are receiving a good
general education, No commercial training
is provided for the childlren at the high
school, but at that small school seven miles
out of town education of that description is
provided. The result is that children who
have attended that school leave with a bet-
ter equipment than nmnny who leave the
senior or high school. I have to bring under
the notice of the Minister necessaryv works
in connection with some of the smaller
st-houls in my electorate. They are baly~ in
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need of attention. For over 10 years the
school at Waterloo has been conducted in
the agricultural bull. As the hall is fre--
quently used for dances, it is always in
a higgledy-piggledy- state. The residents
bare made application for the erection of
a school and the Minister informed me that
we would have to wait until the Loan Eat,
mates were introduced. I hope the neces-
sary provision will be made for that work.
At Paradise the small school is a disgrace
to the department. It has canvas sides and
the weather beats in, so that the children
have to crowd on one side of the building
to avoid getting wet. Water runs across
the floor in winter and that is not good for-
the children. The department has promnivel
to provide a new school, and I wish to re-
mind the Minister of that fact, so that the
work will not be overlooked when the Loan
Estimates are framed. At the infants'
school at flunbury a shelter shed is re-
quired. During the w-inter months there is
no protection for the children, and I hope
that work will be attended to. I would like
the Minister to consider the possibility of
providing a consolidated school in my elec-
torate for the convenience of the residents
in the outer districts. Y would also like to
see amounts provided for domestic science
and manual training classes at the senior
school at Danbury.

Mr. SLEEMAN' (Fremnitle) [10.22]
Some references bare been mode to the large

'amount provided for educational purposes.
Money is never wasted on education, pro-
vided the system is satisfactory. T hope
that during the coming year provision will
be made for the establishnent of a high
school at Fremaontle. The departmental re-
port shows that the attendances at the high
schools already estahlished are as fol-
lows:-Northam, 169; Bunbunry 15.3; Al-
bany, 106; and Geraldton, 71. If a high
school were established at Fremantle it
would relieve the congestion at the existing
schools. Boys from the suburbs often have
to wait for some time before they can be
admitted to the Fremnntle Boys' School.
I understand the department has a drill
inspector whose duty it is to go round the
schools inspecting the drilling of tIcP child-
ren. I regard the drill inspector as so moch
frill, and money could be saved by doing
al-ny w-ith that officer. It is the function
of the Commonwealth Government to look
after training of this description, and
anything nece.say regarding drill at school
eon he attended to by the head master. Re-
ferring to the medical examination of child-
ren. the report of the Education Depart-
mecut contains the followving:-

Of the children examined about 20 per
rent, needed medical attention. nd their
parents were adv-ised to secure it. The
advice is followed in about half thep nunn-
ber of cases: in the other half it is dis-
regarded. Dental treatment is recom-
mended for about 30 per cent, of the

children examined, but it appears that
the advice is not taken in three cases out
of four. Nearly 1,000 children have been
treated without charge in the dental
clinic in Perth, which is doing mot valu-
able work. About 15 per cent, of those
examined are passed as quite satisfactory.
The remainder, apart from those recomn-
mended far medical or dental treatment
require home attention, the most fre-
quent troubles being either the results
of malnutrition , or neglect of personal
hygiene. It is gratifying to note that
the medical inspectors, as well as the
district inspectors, report that personal
hygiene generally is improving. The
daily parade that is now common in the
schools is having its effect in a higher
standard of cleanliness, and in securing
that each child has a handkerchief, a
mug, and a towel, The country schools
are not yet properly provided for, The
additional medical officer, who was to
have been supplied last year, has not yet
been appointed. Such an addition is most
urgently needed, and would enable a great
improvement to be effected, though even
then we should be far from having a com-
pletely satisfactory system of medical
inspection.

In may opinion the medical inspection at
the present time is a farce. Doctors send
home notes intimating that the children's
teeth require attention, whereas the
parents have not the money necessary for
that to be done. The result is that no
notice is taken of the medical inspection.
It would be better for the Government to
refrain from appointing another medical
officer and instead to appoint a dentist to
look after the children's teeth, It is use-
less sending notes from doctors to parents
who cannot afford to incur this expendi-
ture.

Mr. TAYLOR (.Nft. Margaret) [10.28]:
The member for Fremantle ('Mr. Sleeman)
madep a strong point regarding medical
inspection. While it may require some ex-
penditure to get the teeth of children
attended to, I have no objection to medi-
cal officers advising Parents about the
condition of their children's teeth. On
the other hand, T do not agree with the
puhlication in the rress of reports regard-
ing the large proportion of children suffer-
ing from vermin in the head, Little
money is required to keep the heads of
children clean, It is disgusting to publish
T,art;(-ulnrsq regarding the shocking con-
dition the doctors say' so marty enlldren's
heads are in to-day, It is also unwise to
publish such details, We should not cast
a stigma upon a large section of the com-.
munity who do pay attention to their chil-
dren 's heads, Those details should not he
spread broadcost in the Press. I believe
it was stated that 60 per cent, of the
children in the metropolitan area Who had
been examined were suffering from pedi-
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tolosis. The parents ought to be brougbt
up and dealt with. Then there would be
no need for the publicity.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [10.30]
Recently positions in the Education De-
partnuent were filled without ny public
notification that they were vacant
Teachers were brought from the Eastern
States, while local teachers with the neces-
sary qualifications did not even know of
the vacancies. I do not want any special
preference for local teachers, but certainly
they should have an opportunity to apply
for any vacancy. If the Eastern States'
man has better qualifications, by all means
give him the job, but if the local man has
equal qualifications, the job should be for
him.

Mr. Latham: All things being equal, the
local man should be preferred.

Mr. HUGHES: There was a senior posi-
tion in the Training College vacant, but
none of the local teachers knew of it until
an Eastern States' man was appointed.
ft should be made a hard and fast rule
thW all vacancies; be duly advertised.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [10,331:-
I1 congratulate the Minister upon the in-
creased vote, for I believe that money
spent on education is money well spent.
I commenad the Minister on his amalgama-
tion of country schools, and I hope that
principle will be extended, for it has given
good results. Like the member for
Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay) I feel a little
alarmed at the reduction of the driving
allowance. It will affect country people
very much. I am thankful to the Min1-
ister for his consideration in building
schools at the group settlements. I hope
it will not be long before all necessary
group settlement schools are completed.
Applications hare been called for the posi-
tion of caretaker at the Albany High
School, and it is laid down that applicants
shall have a special knowledge of garden-
ing. In my view the caretaker will hkave
quite enough to do in keeping the school
in order without displaying ay know-
ledge of gardening. The salary is £4
weekly, less house rent 15s. That is not
sLfi cieat -

H~on. S. W, Mfunsie: Tft it not in accord-
nnrem with the award?

31r. A. WANSUROUGH : I do not
know what the award is, but I am con.-
vinced that the amount is not sufficient. I
c'onmmind the Minister on his attitude to-
wards the parents andi citizens' associa4
tionq, for they have done exceedingly good
work.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) f[10.351:
The member for York (Mr. ILatham) com-
plains of the increase in the Vote, notwith-
cstanding which he enlarges on the educa-
tional requirements of country districts. If
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he were sincerely representing a country dis-
trict hie would not take exception to the in-
crease in the Vote Personally, I wish the
increase were gre; r than it is, for then the
people rn the eqif tAry might look forward
to proper educa1tional. facilities. The in-
crease in this 'I ate is the most healthy sign
the State can LoaA of. I agree with the
mem2nber for Toodysy (Mr. Lindsay), that
the education imparted in country districts
should take on a slightly different form.

,%Jr. Latham, What form?
Mr. MAIISUALL: A form devised to

teach the children some thing of the scien-
tific side of laud development.

Mr. Latham: I advocated that.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: But the hon. member

objects to providing the necessary money.
Mr. Latham: By how much was the Vote

excessed last year?
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Even if we exeessed

the Vote by £30,000 it uoud he no more
than this country should spend on educa-
tion, particularly in the rural areas anid out-
back districts.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think we are getting
value ior the money ;ie are expending?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Ye.
.%Jr. Taylor: Thea you have no quarrel.
Mr. MKARSHALL: No. I am sorry we

cannot afford to give a better system of
education for the children in the remote, cen-
tres. The only grievance I have to voice
appertains to the Wilona school, which I
visited reeentl\-j 'This school was destroyed
by a severe gale'some months ago. Un for-
tuately enough building material was left
for it to be reconstructed out of the debris.
It is a pity the whole building was not
completely destroyed. The schol is a small
one, and the only re~deceming feature abhoot
it is the height of the walls. Wiluna is the
furthest inland town of any consequence in
the State, and it is also one of the hottest.
The walls of the b ~lding should be slung
on hinges so that ',n the hot weather they
can be lifted up. At present the children
have to be taken outside under the shade
of some peppercorn trees. It is not easy
to tena-h children ':hea everything that is
going on around th m tends to distract their
attention. The fit ings of the school are
disgraceful. The lockers and cupboards are
composed of boxes that have carried nier-
eiandise to Wiluar., over a distsance of hun-
dreds of miles. The accommodation for
the personal effec a of the children is also
bad. There is wry little that is clean or
up to date about the school. The whole
building is a disgrace and requires immed-
iate attecation. Dual seats should be in-
stalled and better' fittings and more venti-
lation provided]. also protest against the
reduction in the priving allowances. My
syminathy goes onE to the parents who can
ill afford to he dejnrived of this privilege.

M.Nr. HERON (eonorn) [10.42): The
Minister for Wor rs has received a -report
concerning the 'W lna school, and I know
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be will deal with it. I 'was sorry to hear
the Honorary Minister say that no more
continuation or technical schools would be
opened during the current year. I hope
he did not mean the financial year. A
continuation school was &tarted some years
ago in Gwalia, but since the great fire
there several of the parents and children
have gone away. That continuation school
and manual training class served not only
Owalia but Leonora. Quite enough child-
ren are there now to warrant a con-
tinuation school being established. The
regulations require, I think, a mini-
mum of 50 pupils for a continuation class.
We have only 25. However, the building
is there, together with all necessary appli-
ances. The Education Department esti-
mate that the continuation class would
cost £100 a year. The Treasurer said bie
could not find the money, and so the Min-
ister for Education has been unable to re-
open the class. However, if it is not
re-opened in the first quarter of the
approaching year, I shall be on the Min-
ister's doorstep again. The re-opening
was recommended hy the Director of
Education. The local people hold that the
cost would not be so much as £100, because
the teachers in the technical section work
on the mines and are prepared to give
their services free, if necessary, in order
that the children of the district may get
the beneft of the tuition. Both Owalia
and Leonora would be advantaged by the
re-opening of the class. The parents and
citizens' associations are doing good work
towards improving and brightening the
school building and grounds. No Govern-
ment can afford to discourage the people
who go outback and open up the State. If
those people cannot get adequate educa-
tional facilities for their children, they
are bound to remove t? the metropolitan
area; and that is most~ undesirable from
the State's point of vie Iw.

Progress reported.

House adjourned 64 -10.45 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

1,

SELECT COMM.%ITTEE-,%ETROPOLI-
TAN WATER SUPPL-C, SEWERAGE
AND DRALNXAGE DEPARTMENT.

Fxtension of Time.

Hon. A. LOVEXIN: In asking for fur-
ther time in which to bring up the commit-
teey's report, I have been directed by the
committee to mnake the following state-
nient:-

1. The evidence so far submitted to
your committee shows:-(n) that the
proposed dam at Churchman's Brook, if
constructed on the lines of the existing de-
sign, may not provide the stability which
is essential in a work of this character.
(b) that the estimated cost for so small
a supply as will average 2,000,000 gallons
per day must be economically oppressive
to the people of the muetropolitan area.
(e) that the water from the bores at Os-
borne Park is highly unsatisfactory, and,
it is doubtf ul whether the proposed method
of filtration will prove effective by reason
of the fact that, during the heavy summer
draughts, insufficient time will be avail-
able for the process of aeration and treat-
ment. (d) that the data supplied in the
lnst annual report of the Goldfields Water
Supply undertaking shows a surplus
available over and above the maximum
draw-off for goldfields and agricultural
districts' requirements.

2. The committee, therefore, suggests
for the immediate consideration of the
Government:-(a) the stoppage of all
further expenditure in respect to tfee
Churchman's Brook scheme (except as to
the investigation work which has already
been put in hand by the Engineer-in-
Chief) until the construction work and the
economic effects can he further considered.
(b) that the Osborne Park bores be not
further used as a source of supply, at
least until such time as an efficient and
adequate means of treatment caa be de-
vised. (c) that to supplement the supply
in the immediate future, the large pipes
already purchased for conveying the
Churchman's Brook water to Perth be,
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